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ISLAMIC AFFAIR 


WESTERN MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT ARAB RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM DISCUSSED 


Kuwait AL-"'ARABI in Arabic Mar 82 pp 45-50 
\rticle by Dr Idris al-Kattani, professor of criminology at School of Arts of 
hamed V University in Rabat: "Let Us Start by Eliminating Causes of Politi- 
i1 Violence, Religious Extremism as Reaction to Nonreligious Extremism" ] 


fext}] One of the new idioms translated recently by the Arab media from the 
Western media on the occasion of the Arab and Islamic world's intensifying 
struggle against imperialism and Western domination is that of "religious ex- 
tremism." We find that this idiom has been penetrating the Arab media easily 
ind smoothly, thus making the task of the writers and analysts of events 
easier, even directing--or at least suggesting to--these writers and analysts 
the starting point in interpreting the new Islamic phenomenon and in describing 
it in a certain way for a certain purpose. 


\t the outset of the second year of the 15th century of the Hegira and the 
start of 1982, the materialistic Western civilization, with both its capital- 
ist and communist faces, is found to be in confrontation and hostility against 
religion. The traditional Christian religion of this civilization, with its 
irrational creed, its clergy, its religious orders, its ecclesiastical system 
1 its istory, has not been able to stand up to the intellectual development 
and the scientific and material progress of this civilization's peoples. 
Whereas the revolutions of the capitalist Western world have been content with 
separating religion from the state and its political, administrative and edu- 
cational institutions, the communist revolution has taken the position of 
inlet denial and of full ideological hostility toward religion. 

Thus, mmunist thought has come to represent practically the position of 
"nonreligious extremism," which doesn't mean neutrality but rather the out- 





right rejection of religion. 

he view of the people of Western civilization toward other religions, especi- 
1lly Islam, has been no different from if not worse than, their view of 
Christianity. These peoples have a single and firm concept of Islam emanat- 
ing from the firmly implanted image they hoe in their minds about Christian- 
itv. Lf, insofar as Islam is concerned, we add to this concept the poor 

image that Christianity and colonialism have painted of Islam throughout 
centuries of hostility and conflict with the Islamic civilization, then 

we can grasp the truth of the full "concept" of Islam in the West--a concept 
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1ence, tribalism and sectarianism as characteristics or products of Islamic 


thought. The recently conducted research on school books and history, geo- 
graphy and cultural curricula in some European countries and in the United 
p9tates itself confirms this fact. Moreover, the books and educational cur- 
ricula we in the Arab Maghreb have inherited from colonialism abound with the 


| : “ . - j ao - ’ : . ° ~ M ' ‘ 
Lines and contents Ol tnis poor lmage. 


But this concept has not been ccnfined to the Western peoples alone. Eighty 
or 90 percent of the Arab-Islamic generations that have been educated in the 
West or that have studied in their own countries in Western s ls applying 

a in most of the Arab 
countries--nave come to believe in this concept. At best, 50 percent of these 
generations are under the intellectual and cultural influence of this concept. 
This is why they, wittingly or unwittingly, follow and are subservient to the 
materialistic currents of Western nonreligious thought and why they take a posi- 
inditference to the issue of religion in their countries. 


llaocto +7 1; rana~ari- | ee, eee ee +s ’ 
western cCurriculia--generations that iead tne upper strat 


Cion of neutrality o 


ry 


nder these intellectual and cultural conditions of two societies with a dif- 
ferent civilization, religion and culture--two societies that are now engaged 


, ' - . ‘ , ‘e . } " a 
in a sharp contlict at all levels--if we want to analyze so-called religious 
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extremism more profoundly, then we have first to ask: 


‘ ows rr) Lf. ae MH 1. - os 2 ] 4 P , -4 af 
fo whom has it been applied, in particular’? 
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~eNalC CNnaracterlsSsctl1cs etTine tne concept Of extremism: 


What is the hidden purpose behind the initiation of the term? 


Experts observing the development of the aforementioned conflict are in 


agreement on the answer to these questions. 


The Western imperialist agencies that direct the Western information media and 


tormulate the psychological and social phrases and idioms compatible with 


their political schemes in the Arab world are the ones who initiated the 
phrase "religious extremism" as they initiated a number of other terms, in- 
i > » 


} 7 A ow _ 4 = —aArTMm 1 . 
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ie radical and moderate countries. 
ihe poor and rich countries. 
The Third World. 


Unrest in the Third World. 


Human rights. 














Objective ort the terms 


Fach of these terms has animperialist goal unrecognized by those who are 
most concerned with the matter and who, in their ignorance, become ensnared 
by it . 


Thus, the issue of the usurpation of Palestine and of the imperialist West's 
conspiracy with world Zionism to hinder the awakening of the Arab-Islamic 
world for 100 more years. The importance of this very dangerous case has to 
be minimized and it must be surrounded by the world media with ambiguity and 
mere transient "crisis'’ between the area's countries, a crisis 
emanating from a religious and national conflict between the Jews and the 
Muslims and from disagreement over their borders. Still, the Arab media 

: , 


- tA } o 
considered a 


ast crisis!" 


themselves speak daily of the "Middle E 
Some of the "poor" African countries are rich in mineral and natural re- 
sources. But the imperialist media want always to convince these countries 
that they are poor so that they continue to serve and bed the rich imperial- 
ist countries! 


Perhaps we need not explain the intentional ambiguity in the phrase “unrest 

in the Third World." Ex-U.S. Secretary of Defense Harold Brown provided the 

explanation when he said: "The greatest danger to the security of the United 

States is not threats to the consumer or Russian expansion but the intensifying 

unrest and instances of rebellion outside the U.S. sphere of influence in the 
yon 


Third World countries. wnat the secretary means are the liberation movements 
fighting imperialist domination and corruption. 





rT 


Perhaps one of the strangest interpretations of “human rights" is the state- 
ment made recently by a U.S. official who said: ‘The United States will con- 
tinue to defend 'human rights' but not at the expense of the friends of the 
United States." 


Even the phrase "elimination of the traces of aggression," which was initiated 
in the wake of Israel's attack against the Arab countries in 1967/7 and which 
seemed to be an Arab term, has, since that time, played an informative role 

in focusing on the new aggression and disregarding the old one. 


Let us answer the second question: Who are those signified by religious 


extremism? 

Only Muslims, be they peoples, movements, or associations, are meant by this 
radicalism The actions of the Jews, despite all the killing terrorization 
and destruction they have committed against the Muslims and their countries 
from the time of Israel's creation up to the present, are not considered 
"religious extremism" and what some Christian governments, such as the Philip- 
pines, have committed against the Muslims has net been described by anybody 

in the West as "religious extremism!" 


Moreover, what are the characteristics defining the concept of "Islamic 
extremism" in the Western media? 

















Violence and the Irrational 


‘his question is answered by an AFP commentary published 9 October 1981 under 
the title "Violence and the Irrational in the Arab East." The commentary 


Says: 


"Many Wes-ern observers believe that precision, daring and acceptance of 
self-sacrifice are the characteristics of the attack that has claimed the 
president of the Republic of Egypt as its victim. The attackers almost threw 
themselves into tne lion's mouth and attacked their target head-on at a time 
when the man was surrounded by thousands of troops and policemen. 

{his mixture of precision of organization and of mad daring in execution 

50 seconds) is repeated in nearly all the acts of violence characterizing 
the intensifying Islamic radicalism in the past 2 or 3 years. What arrests 
the attention of observers in the actions of the extremists is this idealism 
that they want to attribute to their action and that exceeds by far any 
attempt to realize an immediate gain. 


Whether the circulated stories of heroism and adventure are true or not, the 
fact is that they influence the popular imagination and satisfy the Arab love 
for a heroism that can no longer be realized in the battlefields. 


There is no doubt that the kamikazes who have killed the president wanted to 
prove to a stunned people that the Muslim can still die for his beliefs. 


"The rapid and irrational rise [of religious extremism] in the Islamic world 
is as clear as day. No Arab country can declare today that it is safe from 
this fearful phenomenon. Moreover, the West's prosperity is presently at the 
mercy of persons to whom death is an unequalled biessing." 


lhere is not space here to comment on this analysis and its importance, not 
only in explaining the Western viewpoint of so-called Islamic extremism but 
also in answering the fourth question we have asked, namely: 


What is the purpose behind the initiation of this term? 


[t is clearly concluded from the above [AFP] analysis that the phrase 
"religious extremism" is intended to hit two birds with one stone: 

l. lo seare and incite Arab governments and public opinion against the 
islamic movements generally in their capacity as the source of a constant 
danger characterized by religious extremism instead of letting these 
vovernments cooperate with the movements against the real foreign danger 
embodied in imperialism and Zionism. 


2. To seare and incite Western governments and public opinion against the 
islamic movements generally in their capacity as the source of a new and 
‘irrational" danger standing in the face of the West's prosperity! It is 
‘jrrational" for the peoples ruied by colonialism in the near past to become 
their own masters and to control the destiny of their former masters! 























so-called religious extremism cannot be considered an exception tothe phenome- 
non of violence and crime characterizing contemporary Western civilization. 
[he Islamic acts of violence are a lot less dangerous than the acts of terror- 
ism experienced by Italy, Germany, Spain, England, France, the United States 
and other countries of the world. In November 1981, TIME magazine discussed 
the rightist radicals in West Germany and their increasing terrorist acts, 

ici 1,533 in 1980. The magazine pointed out that 


nembership in the movement responsible for the acts of terrorism rose from 
1,400 last year to 1,800 and that this increase came at a time when political 


’ 
support for the radical rightists has continued to rise. 


\t the same time, (Enrich Bogg), head of the Federal Criminal Police Bureau, 

who belong to the revolutionary cells 
and who pose the greatest danger to the FRG's internal security, saying that 

they are more dangerous than the Red Brigades wing that tried to assassinate 

en Fredrick (Crossy), commander of U.S. ground forces in Europe. 
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Wny do the Westerners describe their terrorism as rightist or leftist radical- 
ism and our terrorism as religious extremism? Is it becamse their terrorism 
emanates from nonreligious Christians and ours emanates from religious Muslims? 
(his is a groundless argument as long as the religious and the nonreligious, 
the Christian and the Muslim, have the same reaction to the feeling of oppres- 
sion and aggression. Therefore, the causes for violence should be sought in 
the nature of these cases. The Western media overlook this objective position 
and prematurely judge every form of political violence erupting in the Arab 


" 


media nave peen engaging th 


and Islamic world as violence emanating from a purely religious tendency. This 
attitude exposes the nature of the intentional deception in which the Western 
nr 


: sugh their use of the phrase "religious radicalism. 
islam, as is well known--and we cannot cite the proofs of this here--does not 
approve ot violence and terrorism because it is the religion of tolerance and 
ligion that advocates God's path with wisdom and gentle words. 
The political violence Known to the Arabs since the dawn of Islam and that 
started with the assassination of three of the orthodox caliphs and with the 
murder of two of the prophet's grandsons, namely, al-Hasan and al-Husayn, the 
masters of the youth in paradise, and that claimed hundreds of martyrs from 
among the prophet's progeny and his son-in-law Imam ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib 
throughout the first 3 centuries A.H. and that has also claimed the lives of 

4 Large number of scholars, intellectuals and politicians up to the present-- 
iis violence is an "Arab political phenomenon" and no historian or writer has 
described it as religious action or religious extremism. It would be ridicu- 
lous and stupid for anybody to claim that the assassination of the orthodox 
caliphs, of the prophet's grandsons, of his family members and of the support- 
ers of his cause is an Islamic act or behavior inspired by religion. 
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auses ot Politi i Violence 
litical violence is included within the general frame ork of the definition 
‘- crime because it is a form of behavior conflicting with the legal code. 
Therefore. the search for the causes of this behavior must be subject to the 
same approach applied in criminology. It is well knownthat according to the 
rules of sociology an event occurring in a certain place can only be explained 
on the basis of another event occurring in another part of the same place 
This is because social life is tantamount to a series of reactions. A violent 
reactio a man or by a homogeneous group Co an action by an opposing man or 
group may be the result of a series of accumulated acts of provocation, any of 
whi suld not generate the reaction independently. This is why the popular 
Moroccan proverb says "Keep on insulting a weakling and he will turn into a 
rave man against you." 
; | . , 2 i ; ; 
\ group’s feeling of oppression, suppression, tvranny and exploitation, whetne 
from an internal foe or an external enemy, will inevitably have negative ramii 
‘tions and will crvstallize in thought refiecting the group values versus 
‘cietv’s values. The members of the group join to project these values as a 
sacred ideal force capable of confronting the foe. ihe time taken to formulat 
Cite mcept, to ransform the concept into a creed or to transform the creead 
nto positive action reflecting the group's reaction may be long, depending 
the group's cultural standard and its ability to execute its reactions 
successfully and ont coe's cultural standard and his ability to foil the 
~ a Wa - eG 
group's reactions. 
uring the colonialist era, the Arab and Islamic peoples executed a series of 
reactions that ended wit! 1eir political independence at various times, de- 
sending on what we have just explained. The reaction to the full colonialist 
svctem was embodied in popular armed revolution whereas the reaction to the 
mandate svstem was confined to political resistance and the armed fedayeen 
[t is noted that despite the passage of decades since independence, and 
sneciallv since the Zionist invasion supported by tne imperialist alliance, 
most of the Arab governments have failed to: 
Establish a stable system of government that guarantees pu lic liberties and 
ocial iustice and tnat derives its authority from the people directly, either 
in accordance with the Islamic Shari'a or according to the Western democratic 
system. 
‘ut an end to the people's increasing problems, guarantee the citizen's right 
to work, education, health and housing and implement social security laws for 
the old, the needy, the disabled and all citizens. 
£ ize Arab unitv, whether in the name of Arab nationalism or in the name ol 
the socialist creed, despite all the efforts exerted by the governments con- 
erned. One of the most important reasons for the failure of these efforts 
is the fact that they have emanated from the illusion of establishing a single 
Arab state and have disregarded the only successful system in both the West 
and the East, namely, the system based on federalism. 














ront isra , l lt er an invincibdie state, on the pretext that it is 
t ally of the United States. The ave dealt with thelatter as if it were 
i god who ntrois everything on earth, even though the United States has 
suffered defeat in the face of the will of two peoples smaller in size and 
i€ss equipped C i Lt FP 
s a result of the accumulated failure, the stagnation and the inability to 
improve the Arab peoples’ social and economic conditions and of the intensi- 
fying feeling pression, defeat, disappointment and humiliation in the 
fac f Israel id its Western allies under grim and humiliating circumstances 
and conditions to whi the Arabs have pernaps known no equal throughout 
their lon istory--as a result of all this, reactions had to emerge at the 
. and in proportion with the actions. But from where were they to 
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quently, ase's spirit of sacrifice and enthusiasm also turned luke- 

arm because of its disappointment with the independence era, which had not 


ealized for it the progress and prosperity that it had imagined. 


he ability of the opportunists and upstarts to infiltrate positions of leader- 
ship and power and to use these positions to serve private and personal inter- 


ie absenc: t the political authority's trust in the conventional national 


partie and its establishment of special varties owing their allegiance to 
ut that have no popular support. 


nus, the people have found themselves with parties in which they have lost 
their nfidence and other parties with which they have nothing to do. Prac- 
ement has occurred between the people and the political 
authority. Though the authority finds no difficulty in nominating those to 


represent the people and tospeak in their name in councils and in the media, 
the citizens who feel the oppression and the denial of even their right t 


opposition or to express their displeasure and wrath, resort, by virtue of 
































4 


_ 




















ha 














4 
i 
‘ 
i 
“ 
— 
>} * 
i) 
sa 
} 
- - 
+ 
-/ 
- t 
~- 
> - 
° - - 
f »> 4 
. 
> ‘ 
f c Ly 
-« 
4 r “ 
J mM 
i J 
) ~~ 
- > 
U “a2 
4 
iJ ¢ 
. 
“ » 
f iJ 
4 ‘ 
~~ i cS 
4 
{ - y 
4 o — 
' 
bad f 
) 
+J m4 
> 
-4 
‘ ro 
=, -~ 
4 > oJ 
ed 
o a) 
. 
id 
4/4 . 








— 














AFGHAN LSTAN 


EFPECTIVE STRATEGY FOR SOVIETS CONSIDERED LLLUSIVE 
sonn RHEINISCHER MERKUR/CHRIST UND WELT in German 19 Mar 82 p 6 
[Article by Peter Scholl-Latour | 


‘Text ] Reliable reports from Afghanistan are rare. All observers are apyreed 
upon one thing, that armed contlict has increased in recent weeks. The Soviet 
Army tas inereased its strength from 85,000 to 100,000. This may not mean 
a great deal in this vast and inhospitable country whose mountain peoples 


have prepared themselves for an unlimited resistance. 


At the same time it was ofticially announced in Washington that the Soviet 
Army was making increasing use of poison gas against the "my jahedin" and that 
3,000 persons have fallen vietim to chemical warfare since 1979. Whether 
these data are actually correct is difficult to determine; precise data do not 
cross the borders of Afyhanistan and Soviet censorship assures that no 
objective reporting will reach the outside world. 


In this respect is seen one decisive difference between this and the Vietnam 
contliet. The U.S. Army opened all doors to its own and to the international] 
press and paid a high price tor having done so. The Russians on tne other 
hand have closed all the portholes tipht. They have been successful in making 
light of a partisan war which is not by any measure turning out well for them. 


Until last year, Soviet strategists had planned to spare their own troops and 
to withdraw them trein areas of immediate combat action. This concept had as 
little success as did the earlier hopes of the U.S. military command in Saigon 
to shift the burden of the war in Indochina to the shoulders of the South 
Vietnamese intantry. The Atghan Army earlier numbered some 80,000 men; today, 
as a result of massive desertions, it has shrunk to one-third of that number 
and Kabul obviously has not succeeded in restoring its troop strength. Thus 
it has been predominantly Soviet units which took part in the recent off ensives 


which have untolded north of Kabul. 


All reports from the Afghan capital indicate that the current Soviet action 

is aimed at freeing the vital highway connection to the north leading over 
the Salang pass and creating a 5O kilometer-wide security zone along its 
length. With their overwhelming technical superiority the Russians have 
apparently been able to achieve some results and have eliminated a few hundred 

















mujahedin. The province of Parwan, northwest of Kabul, long regarded as a 
bulwark of the resistance, has been bombed with particular intensity. 


Klsewhere, tighting in the border area facing Pakistan, especially in Paktia, 
has erupted once again, and in the vicinity of Jalalabad, along the main 
route leading to the Khyber pass, increased fightiny has been reported. The 
fact that, for example, the area around Kundus, a city only 50 miles from 
the trontier river Amu Daria and Soviet Tadjikistan, has not yet been retaken 
by the Red Army indicates that the Russians have not yet been successful even 
in these areas most critical to their own security. 


lt is true that the two large towns of Kandahar and Herat alony the great 
Circle road that describes an arc from south to west Afghanistan are no lonyer 
controlled by the rebels. With heavy field artillery and systematic bombiny 
the Soviets have been able to vain a degree of control and can venture with 
their tanks into the centers of the towns. Yet all these proclaimed successes 
do not in any way belie the fact that the situation has vasically chanyed. 
The mujahedin would as a matter of course be defeated in open wartare by the 
Russians. Their strength lies instead in partisan warfare. The Soviet Army 
of oecupation, with its relatively low troop strenyth, does not see itself in 
a position to expand its control beyond the major tratfie arteries. They are 
forced to leave 8O percent of the country in the hands of their battle-hardened 


Opponents. 


The question acises as to what lony-range stratezy the Soviet high coinmand 
can employ to defeat the resistance in the Hindukush. The Russians may expect 
that the methods employed successfully in Soviet Central Asia during, the 
1920's and 1930's can be repeated in Afvhanistan. At that time the Red Army 
atter ten years of tiyhting, was able to break the resistance of the Moslem 
'Basmatshi" in Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Kirghisia and Tadjikistan. It is not 
at all clear whether such an experiment can be repeated since the times have 
changed so completely and the consciousness of victory for a communist world 
revolution has diminished, while on the other hand Islamic teelinys of triumph 





have become an invincible factor in their own nationa! self-conscivusness. 


if the Atvhan resistance has not achieved preater success in the past few 
months, it is very likely that the blame can be placed upon the United States 
which so far has been unwilliny to supply the mujahedin with even a minimal 
number of urvently needed vround-to-air missiles. Here too the ditterences 
between this war and Vietnam is striking, since the Soviets did not then show 
the least inclination to supply the Vietcong and the North Vietnamese who had 
infiltrated into the South with the most modern equipment. 


The suspicion has been expressed by the Islamic resistance movement in 
Afvhanistan that Washington and Moscow--despite all their reciprocal 
accusations--are in a kind of complicity with each other and have sought to 
avoid an escalation of the local conflict in the Hindukush. The unwillinyness 
ol the United States to supply the mujahedin with weapons--it has been said-- 
has, been honored by the Soviets throuvh their relative moderation in the 


Palestinian contliet. 


10 























Soviet power politics in Kabul is complicated by the fact that the puppet 
reyime of the Atghan communist Babrak Karmal is split by internal divisions. 
The two wings of the Afghan Marxist-Leninist government party--'Khalq" and 
"Parcham"--are sharply at odds with each other and have weakened the already 
frayile position of the despised system. It may be that Moscow still hopes 
that resupply and foreign support for the Afghan resistance will one day 
cease. In Teheran, Soviet diplomacy has tried to create a better relation- 
ship with the ruling mullahs. Threatening gestures are directed from time 
to time at Pakistan. The Soviet Armed Forces in Afghanistan--as is known in 
lslaumabad--are in no way strong enough to make a decisive military move 
ayainst Pakistan. 


lhe real tears are to be found at another level. It appears that some 5,000 
to 6,000 Baluchi tribesmen are being trained in the southwest of Afghanistan 
ind prepared tor employment in the tense Pakistani province of Baluchistan. 
Systematic support of the latent secessionist movement in Baluchistan could 
actually bring serious problems for the government of General Zia-ul-Haq and 
put Pakistan's unity to the test. 


At the same time the Kussians are pressing forward with the economic 
inteyration into their own sphere of those parts of Afghanistan under their 
control. Signiticant quantities of natural gas are being delivered to the 
Soviet Union by the government in Kabul at prices far below the world market 
level. At a time when Western European countries are concluding a major 
natural vas deal with Moscow, this neocolonial exploitation of Afghan natural 
resources offers food for thought. 


CSO: 4620/30 
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AFGHANISTAN 


KARMAL RECEIVES YOUTH ORGANIZATION MEMBERS 
GF181647 Kabul Domestic Service in Pashto 1530 GMT 17 Apr 82 


(Summary from poor reception] Babrak Karmal, general secretary of the PDPA 
Central Committee and president of the presidium of the revolutionary council 
of the DRA, this morning received the guild members of the Democratic Youth 
Organization of Afghanistan [DYOA], authorities of [word indistinct], secre- 
taries of provincial committees and officials of the DYOA at the Golkhana 
Palace, the headquarters of revolutionary council. "He talked and answered 
their questions in an atmosphere of friendship and cordiality." 


At the beginning of this meeting [name indistinct], first secretary of the 
Central Committee of the DYOA, spoke on [word indistinct] "and 4th plenum of 
the Central Committee of the DYOA, results of the national conference of the 
PDPA and responsibilities of the committees and organizations of the DYOA in 
implementation of the decisions of the PDPA national conference. He asked 
Babrak Karmal to unite the youth with his valuable guidance." 


Babrak Karmal congratulated the participants of the (?establishment) of the 
4th plenum of the Central Committee of the DYOA. He also explained the 
revolutionary role of the youth of [words indistinct] in the present situa- 
tion of the country. 


Babrak Karmal, while applauded by the participants addressing the members, 
said: "You activists and leaders of the DYOA, you young and powerful 
comrades, have a great responsibility toward the growth of the movement 

of the Afghanistan youth--this grand responsibility is honorable and noble. 
Our young comrades should take into account the importance of this historic 
responsibility, [word indistinct] the future of the party, government, 
revolution and the construction of Afghanistan's modern society is your 
responsibility." 

Babrak Karmal then spoke of the value of the decisions of the PDPA national 
conference and their impact on the socioeconomic progress of the country. 

He also asked the youth to expand their cultural and scientific knowledge 
and to share it with voungsters. 


ddress added: "In the present situation of 


Karmal in another part of his a 
t 
) our youth is to defend the gains oi the 


the country (?the prime aim of 























revolution and to struggle against the counterrevolution."' He also said 
that a strong and courageous youth will eliminate the enemy, and their role 
in the socioeconomic growth of the country is vital. [Passage indistinct] 


Karmal, thanking the youth for their role, said: ''Remember that this is 
the beginning of the work. We will be facing greater tasks, and their 
implementation will require untiring efforts." 


Karmal once more praised and pointed out the role of youth in fighting 
iZainst illiteracy and for the socioeconomic progress of the country. At 
the end of his speech he asked the participants to ask any questions they 
might have in an atmosphere of friendship. 


BAKHTAR correspondents report that a number of DYOA and armed forces members 
thanked Babrak Karmal and expressed support for the decisions of the PDPA 


national conference. 


At the end, a number of members asked questions that were "friendly and 
cordially answered by Babrax Karmal, and he gave the necessary explanations.’ 
Finally, [name indistinct], DYOA member, thanked Karmal for his guidance 

and for answering their questions and once again expressed support for the 
lecisions of the PDPA national conference and their implementation. 


CSO: 4695/5 
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BRIEFS 


PDPA RESOLUTIONS DISCUSSED--The preliminary seminar of the sarandoy commanders 
and political heads an¢ -rorkers in the country's capital and provinces con- 
cerning the implementation of the resolutions and decisions of the PDPA 
national conference was opened today by the political head of the Interior 
Ministry, Dr Farugq, at the sarandoy academy. At the seminar, which was 
attended by the commanders of sarandoy units and companies, political workers 
and political leaders from the country's capital and provinces, numbering 
over 200, the assessment of the party national conference and the method of 
their implementation among the sarandoy units and companies, the situation 

of political training in the units, in particular measures to strengthen 
further the state power in the country districts and subdistricts will be 
discussed. [Text] [LD122136 Kabul Domestic Service in Pashto 1530 GMT 

12 Apr 82] 


NAJIBOLLAH, ‘'ABDOL QADER ACTIVITIES--The meeting of the party activists of 
the general staff headquarters of the DRA Ministry of National Defense opened 
today at the hall of the Ministry of National Defense with Dr Najibollah, 
member of the politburo of the PDPA Central Committee, in attendance. The 
meeting was held to discuss the results of the PDPA national conference in 
carrying out combat duties and intensive struggle against the counterrevolu- 
tionaries. Following the appointment of the meeting's presidium, the basic 
report of the meeting was read out by Maj Gen ‘Abdol Qader, member of the 
PDPA Central Committee and acting minister of national defense. The report 
concerns the resolutions and decisions of the PDPA national conference and 
the tasks of the DRA armed forces in defending the glorious April Revolution. 
After the report was read, several party activists voiced agreement with 

the meeting's basic report. In a revolutionary and fervent statement at the 
end of the meeting, Dr Najibollah described the demands of the decisions 

and resolutions of the party national conference and presented documents 
which exposed the conspiracies and intrigues of the enemies of the glorious 
April Revolution. He drew the attention of the party activists of the 
general staff headquarters to the heavy and great tasks that they have in 
order to implement these valuable decisions. A resolution was issued at 

the end of the meeting. [Text] [LD142052 Kabul Domestic Service in Pashto 
(530 GMT 14 Apr 82] 


KARMA SENDS GREETINGS MESSAGES--Babrak Karmal, general secretary of the PDPA 
Central Committee and president of the presidium of the revolutionary council 











of the DRA has sent a greetings cable addressed to Hafiz al-Asad, president 
of the Arab Republic of Syria, on the occasion of his country's national day. 
[he cable reads that friendly and fraternal relations between the people and 
Zovernments of the two countries will be further expanded and strengthened 
for [word indistinct] mutual understanding and solidarity, beneficial for the 
neople of both countries and for world peace. Similarly, Babrak Karmal has 
sent a greetings cable on the occasion of Kampuchean national day addressed 
to Heng Samrin, general secretary of the central committee of the Kampuchean 
le's Revolutionary Party and chairman of the government council of the 
People's Republic of Kampuchea. This cable reads that close and fraternal 
relations and multilateral cooperation between the two countries will 
(?increase) the revolutionary solidarity and internationalist principles 
which fortunately exist between the people and nations of the two countries 
‘or the benefit of both countries and in the interest of peace and security 
‘words indistinct]. [Text] [GF181255 Kabul Domestic Service in Pashto 


yA 


1530 GMT i/7 Apr 82] 
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BAHRAIN 


CONFRONTATION, UNITY STRESSED IN DEFENSE MINISTER'S REMARKS 
Manama AL-BAHRAYN in Arabic No 647, 3 Feb 82 pp 4-7 


(Article by ‘Abd al-Jawad Ghayt: "Reading Into Thoughts of His Highness Crown 
Prince and Commander General of Defense Force; Genuinesess and Continuity 

Mean Facing Challenges; Danger of Geographic Remoteness and Closeness of 
Destiny; If You Don't Defend Yourself, Who Will Defend You; Cooperation and 
Coordination Between Slogans and Actions"] 


[Text] This is not an attempt on our part to record the details of the press 
conference that His Highness Shaykh Hamad ibn 'Isa Al Khalifah, the crown 
prince and the general commander of the defense force, held with us last 
Thursday evening because the sisterly papers have already preceded us in doing 
this. 





lt is an attempt to read into the thoughts projected by his highness during 
the conference because the general rule says: A statement or an action re- 
flects the thought and approach of the speaker or the doer. The conference 
was more of a session of calm debate and objective dialogue. The questions 
were asked out of concern for the safety and security of the area's present 
and future and the answers stemmed from an eagerness to make matters clear to 
all and to reflect the line by which the leadership abides, namely, the line 
that this leadership has nothing to hide and that the area's sons, both 
leaders and peoples, are fully aware of all dimensions of the challenges and 
dangers facing them and that they have prepared for anything, within the limit 
limits of their resources and capabilities. 


Originally, the conference had been scheduled to discuss the outcome of the 
conference of the ministers of defense of the Gulf Cooperation Council [GCC] 
held in Riyadh recently. But the discussion branched out and expanded to in- 
clude numerous Arab and international issues, thus.reaffirming that we all 
believe, namely, that what takes place in our area is not isolated from what 
takes place around us in the international area. The conference also re- 
atfirmed another important fact, namely, that the concept of the Gulf area's 
security and defense doesn't just mean talking of military results or mea- 
sures but also means that military coordination and integration come as a 
link tied to and interacting with coordination in all spheres of the Gulf's 
common action and that there is no separation between one sector and another 
because the goal is the same and the destiny is the same. 
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We have said that this is an attempt to read into the thoughts projected by 
his highress the crown prince in this conference. Each of the thoughts 
expressed can provide a framework defining a number of concepts and principles 
from which emanates the conduct that follows these concepts and principles 

out of conviction and faith. 


First Framework: Issue of Genuineness and Continuity 


His Hignness Shaykh Hamad ibn ‘Isa Al Khalifah said: '"Genuineness means 
continuity and continuity means facing the challenges and ambitions..." 


A reading into this thought says: 


Any people derive their strength from their genuineness and from the depth of 
the roots of their history, culture and heritage. The continuity and survival 
of any people is derived from this genuine spring. As long as you exist and 
survive, you have to face numerous challenges and you even have to overcome 
them to continue your effective movement toward the better. Perhaps this 
explains to us the secret of our constant exposure, as the sons of an area 

who have their genuineness and their deep-rooted history and heritage, to 
challenges in the past and at present, as well as the challenges we will be 
facing in the future. Our success in overcoming the challenges and dangers of 
the past has not put an end to challenges and dangers but has created in the 
are.a new challenges and dangers that we must now face and overcome. We 
realize that as long as we are in constant motion, then we will face in the 
future other challenges and we must prepare for them with the same faith and 
determination with which we have always confronted challenges. This is some- 
thing that needs no explanation. If we add to this the fact that our area 

has gained major political and economic weight at Arab and international 
levels and has become a pioneer area in the sphere of comprehensive develop- 
ment, in addition to the security and stability it enjoys, this gives us an 
indication of the dimensions of the challenges and dangers that may face us in 
the future. 


Therefore, the challenges we see around us are not surprising. Whoever 
imagines that the creation of the GCC and the completion of the cooperation 
and coordination links among the council memver states is just a temporary 
step dictated by circumstances or changes or is an act of polarization against 
somebody in particular--anybody who imagines this is wrong. The creation of 
this council embodies a reality in which we live. All we have added is the 
organizational structure to insure realization of the best results. The 
cooperation has existed, continues to exist and will continue to exist, God 
willing, because the progression is the same, the destiny is the same and 

our area's sons are the members of a single family. 


Second Framework: Danger of Geographic Remoteness and Closeness of Destiny 


in the course of answering a question on the priorities in the list of dangers 
we are facing, his highness said: 'Danger, regardless of its source, is 
danger as long as it poses a threat to our security, stability and interests. 
Danger, regardless of its source, is danger as long as it undermines our 
beliefs, principles and goals." 
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What threatens us is dangerous to the entire Arab nation and what threatens 
the Arab nation is dangerous to all of us, regardless of geographic remoteness 
of the Arab homeland's countries, because our relations are not tied to this 
geographic remoteness but to the closeness of our destiny, considering that we 
are all the children of the same nation. 


Therefore, any attempt to undermine our national unity and to obstruct our 
developmental progress is a danger. 


Zionist expansion is a danger. Rather, this danger is the cause of all the 
weaknesses and differences experienced by our Arab nation at present. 


The communist invasion is a danger. 
The Western cultural invasion is a danger. 
Deviation from our Arab and Islamic line is a danger. 


The question that is raised in this regard is not a question of the arrange- 
ment of priorities in the list of these dangers but of how to confront and 
overcome them. 


The logical answer to this question is: To achieve this, we have no alterna- 
tive but to bolster our national unity in each Arab country, to arm ourselves 
with our creed, our values and our heritage and to sincerely and selflessly 
consolidate and cooperate. 


A reading into this thinking says: 


There is no place for individual action or for a small force, only for collec- 
tive action and collective force. Let us all remember that the expansion 
that the Zionist enemy has reaiized at the expense of Arab land and the Arab 
right is not the result of the enemy's invincible force but the weakness of 
the Arab force, the division of the Arab ranks and scattered, independent 
efforts. What is more, our enemy formulates his policy and strategy while 
confident of the presence of these gaps in our Arab front. In other words, 
these gaps are what help the enemy realize his expansionist ambitions. This 
is a fact that we must have the courage to acknowledge and make known. Our 
enemies would not have realized their goals were it not for the presence of 
these gaps on the Arab action arena. Therefore, we must blame ourselves be- 
fore we blame those who help our enemies. 


Third Framework: You, and Nobody Else, Must Defend Yourself 

To those who wonder about, even cast doubts on, the ability of the Gulf's 
sons to defend themselves and those [who doubt that] this is the responsibil- 
ity of all of the Gulf's citizens, His Highness Shaykh Hamad ibn ‘Isa Al 


Khalifah said: 


"If you are not ready to defend your country, nobody will come to defend it 
for you. The Gulf's security is the responsibility of its citizens, whether 
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we like it or not, because no other force will defend us. If another force 
does any defending, it will defend its interests. This is something that we 
will not accept. This is our fate." 


A reading into this thought says: 


We have no option other confrontation, regardless of the consequences. The 
capitulationist spirit is totally rejected. Capitulation is not of our nature 
and not one of our qualities. This means that we will confront any aggression 
against our area, regardless of its source or of the force supporting it. It 
is true that we cannot claim that we possess the force to confront the major 
powers. but we can ascertain proudly and honorably that we do possess the 
determination and the will to confront. As for the consequences, only God 
knows. But we will not waver in standing in the face of any aggression against 
us. What is important is that we have the freedom to make the decision 
according to our free will and in freedom from the influences of foreign 
powers. Real strength lies in the ability to make the free decision and to 
chart our way of Life with our own will and not with the will of others. 





Here, it may be beneficial to address a word to those who imagine that the 
major powers can help those who seek to conclude treaties with these powers 
under the illusion that these powers can protect them. To these people we 
say: Regardless of the extent of the relationship or friendship with these 
foreign powers, they wiil only defend their interests. History is a witness 
to this and the lessons and examples of this truth abound. Right is not 
restored to its owner without the owner's struggle and determination to re- 
store it. Land is defended only by its owner. Do not believe that others 
will offer us our rights on a gold or silver platter while we sit awaiting 
their arrival. This has never happened before and will not happen in the 
ruture. 


eal 


Pourth Framework: Cooperation and Coordination Between Slogans and Actions 


In his comment on the Gulf citizens’ understanding of the concept of coopera- 
tion and coordination, His Highness Shaykh Hamad ibn ‘Isa Al Khalifah said: 
"We believe that deeds precede words and that coordination comes through 
action and not through raising slogans. 


A reading into this idea says: 


Cooperation and coordination among the GCC member states are fit to constitute 
an ideal formula for the efforts seeking to achieve comprehensive Arab 
cooperation and coordination now that the Gulf's cooperation and coordinatior 
tiave provided the example and the model in sincere and serious action that is 
free of zealous slogans--action emanating from the belief of the area's 
leaders and citizens that deeds must precede words. This is the philosophy 
governing the course of the Gulf's thinking and action in all sectors. This 
is a philosophy that means, primarily, that reason, not emotion, is the source 
of all thinking, that studies and planning, not improvisation, are the source 
for the adoption of every decision, that good and advance preparation is the 
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source of the success of any action and that goodwill and sincere efforts, 
not appearances and superficialities, are what give any action or decision 
its positiveness and effectiveness. The Arab man-in-the-street wonders: We 
here a lot about formulas for Arab collective cooperation and, about numerous 
forms of bilateral or trilateral integration in the Arab arena and we hear 

a lot about the slogans of preparation and preparedness but when we look 
around us, we are confronted with a painful reality: 


7) 
ee 


A Zionist entity with a population of no more than 3 million can dictate its 
policy and realize its expansionist ambitions and goals at the expense of 
the land, rights and interests of more than 150 million Arabs. 


Arrogance and conceit make this enemy proceed to strike the Iraqi nuclear 
reactor and violate the Saudi skies, thus proving that he has come to view the 
vulf area as a confrontation area and that through this area, he can reach the 
rab nation's heartland. 


mn the other hand, what do we see in the Arab arena? 


Contlicts, axes and fronts! At times, matters have even reached the point of 
the severance of relations between two or more Arab countries and ut others 
the point of armed classes. What is worse is that matters have reached the 


point where an Arab force supports a non-Arab force against another Arab 
f 


eo 


So where is the meaning of the slogans of cooperation and coordination? 


We believe that the time has come for us, we sons of the Arab nation, to take 
pause and ask ourselves: Where have we been right and where have we gone 
wrong and how do we learn from the lessons and tribulations encountered by our 


Arab homeland? 


ie Teatures of some of the ideas that can be read into the concepts 
projected his highness the crown prince and the general commander of the 
defense force. Thev are ideas that reflect the framework of the Gulf's 

action and the Gulr's view of the events in our area and around it. If the 
efforts in the Arab arena are united, in deeds and not just in words, and if 
the forces are consolidated, in actions and not just in slogans, then we 

would be able to realize many of our pan-Arab goals and would close the door 
in the face of our enemies, thus preventing them from finding a gap in our 
ranks or a weakness in our integration and «.lidarity. It is through such a 
gap that they have always penetrated with tueir aggressive methods and actions 
against our Arab nation. What is more, the enemies even chart their policies 
and their strategies in reliance on the presence of this gap, or these gaps, 
in our Arab front. 


o* 


Will we shortly witness the start of action on the right path? 


This is what we hope for and what we work to achieve with God's help. 


8494 
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EGYPT 


AL-TALMASANI DISCUSSES CURRENT SOCIAL, POLITICAL PROBLEMS 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic l, 8, 15 Feb 82 


[Articles by ‘Umar al-Talinasani] 


ext] If we raise discussion to a level befitting the intellectual and opposi- 
ion leaders, if we bring views close to each other to the maximum extent possible, 
if we realize that there are with us eyes that see and minds that appreciate, 

if we are certain that the good word by itself is a charitable act, if we are 
careful to turn our discussions into means of bringing together and of uniting 
and not means of dividing and fragmenting, if we leam that the word is the 

first thing with which messengers and prophets began their calls and messages, 

if we leam that "good words and forgiveness are better than charity followed by 
harm," if we learm that soft words eliminate all troubles in the soul--if we live 
all these concepts, then we can understand how far toward unity they can lead 


US. 


e 


Unity of Ranks 

What I mean by unity of the ranks is for the leaders of the majority and 
minority parties, the opinion makers and the intellectual leaders, to get to- 
gether in regular meetings dominated by love, friendliness and pure thoughts, to 
put their hands in each other's sincerely and honestly and to put the past behind 
them, and I am not saying forget the past. What has happened cannot be for- 
gotten. We can turn away and forgive. But to forget is beyond man's capacity, 
else what is the meaning of history? History is a lesson and a waming. Man 
cannot live without a past. A man without a past is a man without a present or 
a future. This is what life is: A past full of memories, a present full of 
work and a future for which we prepare and get ready. We should meet as men 
capable of action, despite what happened between us in the near or distant past. 
Dwelling on what has already happened is a waste of time and, a hindrance to 
action and is damaging to the country's interest. This happened between 

al-Aws and al-Khazraj tribes, both of whom supported the prophet [al-Ansar], 
when hypocrites were able to revive old vendettas between them. The prophet, 
may God's peace and prayers be upon him, censured and admonished both tribes 

for this. It behooves us to leam from the example so that we can reunite like 

a strong edifice, with each part supporting the other. 
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nity or Direction 


What I mean by unity of direction is for us to agree on one goal, namely, to save 
Egypt trom wnat is intended for it and what is being hatched against it. Let us 
side for a while every party, organization or association leader and every 
advocate of a certain idea or concept. Let us set them aside for a while with 

a single precaution [ihtiyat], namely, that a Muslim is a Muslim and a Christian 
is a Christian. If the direction is united, then the ranks can be united and the 
goal can be realized because all will work to support the homeland, each for 


himself, for his children and his grandchildren and for his dignity and freedom. 
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Unity of direction is something that nations know in times of danger, ‘Then, when 


the tempest is past, each man with an opinion or a direction resumes advocatinz 





nis opinion or his viewpoint. We know that in times of serious crisis, a nation's 
parties join together to form coaliton cabinets including both the majority and 
the minority, with an opinion on which both sides agree, and not that of the 
majority or of the minority alone, prevailing. Both sides thus proceed together 
to crystallize this opinion without any fanaticism. Our fervor and love for 

sur homeland are no less than other nations’ love and fervor for theirs. Then 
when God leads the country to the shore of safety, each man can resume advo- 

iting the opinion he favors with the most skilled and cleanest means and without 
any clowning, deception and falsehood. Is it too difficult for us to rise to 
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ror tne present, set aside tie words apitaiism, communism, terrorism and 


Remember Egypt only and the people will thank you for your good deed and will 
now that you are honorable and loyal citizens. Egypt today needs every one ot 
its citizens Do not disappoint its hope. Set aside the difierences that are 
etween vou and unite your direction. By God, there is nothing (difficult) 





ifter today, nothing behind the unity of direction other than victory and success 
ind nothing but ruin and destruction behind division. 


Let us consider the action with which we must now begin. 1 am not saying that 


> 


yroposals are the most accurate and beneficial. But they are a contribution 
efforts. Let whoever has better proposals voice them 
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quickly because there isn't much time for give and take and for the formation 
of committees. Action, and immediate action, alone is what is required. It is 
not difficult tor us to achieve this action if our resolution is true and if 

we are true to God and to His orthodox religion in what we do. 


ilow do we correct the coures? How do we start the action? How do we achieve 
reform via the nearest path and in the shortest time? This is what I will 
expliin in my tuture articles, especially since we can be sure that the two 
superpowers are in the most dire need to vain our friendship and to have us 
stand on their side. this is an opportunity that God has given us by way of 
the superpowers’ preoccupation with Poland and other places. 


lt is a rare opportunity that fate has given us and it is not right for us to 
Niss an opportunity that may never recur. ‘The blessing is in the first fruits 
Of everything. God is behind the purpose. 


we Will continue our discussion, God willing. 


Learning has its value and place and God has so honored learning and scholars 
Liat He has included them as partners with Him in the testimony of oneness, 
-aying, may He be praised: "God has attested that there is no God but Him, the 


1 P mi 
anvels and scholars. 


There iS no veneration and appreciation beyond this. But what is the value of 
learning it it continues to be hidden in the heart and is not accompanied by 
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rection proving that the scholar believes in what he has done? What is the value 
of knowing that prayers are a religious duty if knowing that they are a duty is 
not accompanied by performing them? What is the use of performing the prayers 
if the pertormance does not produce good that people can see--good that the great 
Creator has explained in His words: "Prayers prescribe abominations and re- 
prehensible actions?" What is meant here is that prayers forbid what is 
abominable and reprehensible, meaning that the Muslim's prayers go hand in hand 
with his actions, that is, are put into practice. This is why the prophet, 
may God's peace and prayers be upon him, was more eaper to have his companions 
become living reflections of what they knew than to have them know the duty itself. 
fhe prophet, may God's peace and prayers be upon him, said: “He who is not 
deterred by his prayers can only stray farther from God," meaning that man's 
failure to act on the pood he knows can only remove man farther from God's 

leasure. When the prophet committed his companions to something, he began by 
first doing that thing himself so that he would be the model and the example 


in applyiny what he instructed them to do, 


A leader, president or official in charge should be the first to apply what he 
urges his subordinates to abide by and what he requires of them. If a teacher 
teaches tis students prayers, such knowledge will do them no good if they find 
that the teacher does not abide by what he teaches. If he teaches them prayers 
and prayer time comes while he is teaching, he should interrupt the lesson and 


lead his students in prayer so that they can hear the knowledge with their ears 


ind see it applied with their eyes. This is practical education. 




















| concitude from this that if a minister requires his subordinares to come to work 
at a certain hour, then he must be the tirst to arrive on time. If he instructs 
them to serve the public cordially and with care, then it behooves him to be the 
first to do so. [f he instructs them to be careful in spending state money, then 
he must be the one applying the instructions most strictly and clearly, without 
supertictalities or outward appearances. 


Phis education has a stronger effect on the minds of the subordinates than onc 
thousand and one decisions, There is no need for the minister's office to be 
the most Luxurious, for his office boys to be more numerous than others, for his 
car to be of a more expensive make than tie others or for any of these appearances 
that give the impression that the minister is set apart from the rest of his 
cmployees. bhoth the minister and the office boy are public servants who get 
pald by the state treasury. The only distinction either of them has over the 
Other is in how eaverly and sincerely he performs his work. It is a trust anc 
whoever upholds it is trustworthy and wioever fails to uphold it is a traitor. 
These are elementary things that the reader may view as axiomatic. but they 
are the mainstays without which no action has succeeded. No nation will propper 
if its otficials lack these vital qualities, which cost the state notiiny but 
produce all that is good for the people. [t is education--practical and 
realistic education. When the prophet, may God's peace and prayers be upon him, 
instructed his companions to dig the trench, he took part with them and carried 





stones. 


In modern history, when the British princess repent wanted to pet married and 
needed more clotues for her trousseau than her [ration] card allowed and when 


the people became aware of this, British women donated their rations so the 


princess could complete her trousseau. 
We want this model, this example and this practical education. 


Participation by ofticials with their subordinates in all aspects of life is one 
of the main factors in alleviating crises of all kinds. In the year of 
al-Ramadah [presumably a drought year], ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab required every 
family that had tood to eat to host a tamily with a similar number of members 
that had nothing to eat. He did so without tne need for supply laws or fon 


appointing supply inspectors who might do more harm than good. 
NO public ayvency should be mre accessible to those who pays more than others. 
Relatives and Favoritism 


Nepotism and favoritism must not, for example, play any part in giving priority 
to installing a telephone Line, in paving a road or in anything else. let every- 
body live according to his means. This is God's system in His universe, as long 
as the rights and the duties of the rich and of the poor are equal. ‘This is 
how a nation's situation is remendied, how it rises from its fall and how it 
overcomes its crises easily and smoothly, without the need for any positive 
laws that can be violated and circumvented by various means and without the need 


for jurists. 
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nducation coames tirst and before everything else--education in joint trips, in 
joint camps, in joint schools and in the equal distributian of life's hardships 
during crises. Why, for example, would a Grade 8 civil servant complain of the 
nardshiip of life when he tinds that the minister shares the hardship with him? 
How can ideas violating God's law find their way if this hardship is the con- 

of the nation's prominent and rich as well as its poor and needy? Opinion 
fought Only with opinion. The use of force and violence in such situations 
can only lead to the further dissemination of the most dangerous and most un- 
Odly ideas amony the lower classes, which constitute the overwhelming majority 
} nations and peoples. 'Umar ibn al-Khattab wore patched shirts when he was the 
prince of the taithtful and the ruler of an extensive empire. This assured his 
rule and administration tranquillity, stability and security. Nobody disobeyed 
‘Umar and we have not heard that anybody rebelled against him or any people 


dition 


i an lyer 


revolted ayainst his rule 
bxample, oh officials, and education are the safety valve of good government and 


idministration. 


lo away with successive laws and with education, we 
Can aculeve retorm in the shortest time and the easiest way. If this is impossible 
Or the present veneration, and it is not, then it behooves us to raise the com- 


ing veneration aleng this good path. Long life, not eternity, is for nations and 
oples. (od is the yiver oj all success. 

} ) t ) 2 [ w4 

bo you know what education is? Without going too deep, without philosophizing, 


theories or studies, it is what is venerated in the heart and reflected truly in 


leeds, nothing more and nothing less. 


For cxample, why is group prayer preferred to individual prayer? Because group 
raver is a form of social education. This is why it is a must for a partici- 

mint in yroup prayer not to leave his prayers or his mosque until he has introduced 
Himself to one or more members of the congregation. Thus, the elements of 
requaintanceship become present in the easiest way and in the best manner without 
studies, sessions or plans Perhaps the conditions of retreat under which we 

ave lived for 30 years for fear of spies and secret reports have had their 
individual's retreat and his fear of mingling with others who may 

tie security avencies. ‘Therefore, one of the elements of 
education requires that otficials and teachers eliminate fear from the hearts of 
thoce around them and the hearts of their students, with the officials encouraging 
me oaround them to enyage in discussion and to express their opinions without 
fear, yon il the opinions are agianst the ofticial concerned. The same goes fo1 
those who work in various fields. Their task should not be confined to finding 
those around them. They must also find the merits and laud them, 


have a connection with 


tive | (ud oS } 
tly as they do when they criticize and oppose. 
Free hducation 
What is surprising is that education is accessible to all, is free, costs no 


effort and entails no tiardship. Don't you think that if the father is righteous 




















tL home, treats his family well, takes what is his right and pays what is his 
duc--don't you think that the children will automatically prow up with these 
qualities without the need for teaching or instruction because it will be impressed 
in their minds that this is the nature of life and of living in society, be it 
the family or society in general? 'Umar ibn al-Khattab and his predecessors were 
a model in eliminating the elements of fear and reluctance from the hearts of the 
people. ‘Umar was once saying "listen and obey" when a bedouin rose and said: 

No listening and no obedience to you. 'Umar did not get angry, did not arrest 
the bedouin and did not kick him out but asked the bedouin very calmly and 
sedately: Why not? The bedouin answered: You have given yourself more than 

you ave given us. ‘Umar explained to the bedouin the truth of what he did not 
Know and the bedouin listened and obeyed. 


Otficials, whatever their position and status, are human beings who may err 
and who may be right, and blessed are those who are courageous enough to show 
people their faults gently and tactfully. 

Oh officials, teach your people to be courageous in what is right and get them 
ling the truth, even if this may annoy you at times. People living 

/ and treely in telling the truth are dignified, honorable, productive 
ind strong people. Is it not better for officials to be among people who respect 
themselves, perform their duties and cling to their rights? This requires a lot 
to be said--a lot for which articles have no adequate space. What I have offered 
is enough, short and incomplete though it may be. 
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Youth Delinquency 


i will now move to the most important problem preoccupying the minds of re- 
archers at present, namely, the problem of youth delinquency. In these cases 
delinquency, | do not claim that I have reached the causes, conclusions and 

cure. However, it is an endeavor that may be beneficial or that may be dis- 
regarded. The talk about youth is not based on theories, philosophies or 
research but on practical and realistic viewpoints facing a reality known to 
all. Perhaps the practical educational approach is the most successful in 
jlealing with youth practically. To be completely clear, I do not hold the youth 
totally responsible for the delinquency attributed to them. 


[t was inevitable that the government's methods would end in this painful. 
tragedy. Pressure will inevitably cause explosion and torture will inevitably 
implant hatred and rancor in the hearts of the tortured. 


Muslim Brotherhood 


it was proven by the sentences of the Egyptian judiciary in the trials of the 
lls, in the jeep vehicle case and in other cases that the goal was to provide 

ilitary training to numbers of Muslim Brotherhood youths to fight the British 

occupation and to engage in guerrilla warfare against the Jews in Palestine. 

tie details of the sentences tauded this fact. Thus, it can be said definitely 

that the idea was orivinally noble and sublime, that it was not at all aimed 

apainst any Egyptian and that the Muslim Brotherhood members were not saboteurs. 

Rulers of all kinds have been annoyed with the Muslim Brotherhood because of the 
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uigh place it Occupies in the hearts of their people. The rulers have tried time 
iller time to strike this group and the blows have only made it stronger, firmer 
and more truthful. So they decided to put the faithful youth against each other 
in the name of religion. Islamic groups with various names were establsihed. 

tne main concern of those groups was to attack the Muslim Brotherhood, and this 
suould have been enough to absolve the Brotherhood of the acts committed by those 
4roups. But there was a premeditated scheme to get rid of the Muslim Brotherhood 
through all illegal means. So it was said that those groups were the underground 
aspect of the Muslim Brotherhood. This is where the danger arose. 


All those who have written about violence have not touched on its real causes. 
lf a rational man wants to treat a disease, he must first examine the causes of 
the disease carefully and describe these causes truthfully for the cure to be 


successful. 
Responsibility of Information 


Let us return to the youth. The overwhelming majority of the papers, magazines 
ind speakers confines its statements and campaign to the youth, describing 

them one time as rash, another time as fanatic and a third time as delinquent. 
As for the reasons for this reaction, they are rarely discussed by a writer or 
a speaker. We ask: Why did this phenomenon not appear in Egypt or in other 
[slamic countries 30 or more years ago? 


before that, there were youths in Egypt and they adhered to their religion more 
strongly than at present. Why didn't they pronounce society infidel? Why 
didn't they rebel against the laws? Why didn't they retreat to seclusion or 
migrate, even though those youths may have been more knowledgeable of their 
religion than today's youth? ‘This is because society in its entirety, including 
the rulers, the ruled and al-Aznar, was more discreet in its religious viola- 
tions, because al-Azhar was more careful in performing its duty and because 
administrative injustice was confined to the narrowest limits and felt only by 
those suffering the injustice. But now we find that all people are aware of 

the blows and speak about them among themselves, though they do not dare speak 
openly for fear of what may befall them if they do so. Fear reached such an 
extent among some people that they forbade their children from following a 
number of sanctioned [religious] traditions, such as growing beards. Some even 
tried to pretend to be steering clear of some religious duties for fear of being 
subjected to repris.l because of their affiliation with an Islamic group. Some 
voverrment people have gone as far as lying in wait for congregations, especially 
the young among them, when they leave mosques. What is more, a number of mosque 
imams have been arrested, insulted, interrogated and imprisoned because they 
dealt in their sermons with some of the aspects of public and private corruption. 
ft doesn't behoove me to neglect to note here that some imams did go to extremes 
in their advice and did reach the point of provocation. This word of truth may 
anger some of those imams but it is a word of truth in which I believe, right or 


wrong 


The forms of challenge against religion reached an extent that required every 

Muslim to denounce them, but nobody did. Do you want us to live in a distorted 
society, in a society that believes that establishing God's restructions deforms 
it seems that some al-Azhar scholars are not pleased with legislation 
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revealed by the Omiscient. Moreover, some of al-Azhar's men haye condoned 
everything the ruler has done, citing frum the Koran whatever pleases the ruler's 
fancy, even if what is cited is misquoted linquistically and legally. We wonder 
wnat effect this unbridled defiance has on the Muslim youth? To whom can the 

youth resort to correct this deviation when those deviating are the ones with 

the power to correct? 

I] would like to stress here that Islam disavows violence and fanaticism, re- 
gardless of who engages in them. I renounce any Muslim who kills another Mus! im 

Or a non-Muslim excpet for that for which God permits the death penalty. Establish- 


ing legal punishment is not left to just anybody. 


There is yet more to the discussion. 


3484 


CSO: 4505/209 


28 











EGYPT 


SINAI TRIBAL STRUCTURE, MODERN DEVELOPMENTS DISCUSSED 
Cairo AKHIR SA'AH in Arabic No 2472, 10 Mar 82 pp 26-29 


‘Article by Fathi Rizq: "Sinai Tribes, Features of Change and School Gener- 
ation: Horse Trading Disappears and Falcon Trading Emerges; New Society 
From B'ir al-'Abd and Rummanah to al-Hasanah and Nakh1"] 


_fext] In the desert, man looks for water--a spring, a well, a drop of 
water—and for a tree, any tree. In the Egyptian Sinai desert, man has 
lived since ancient times in a struggle for water and trees. He has been 
engaged in an endless battle with wind, rain, frost and the burning heat 

of the sun, He has witnessed throughout history the entry and departure of 
hordes of armies, crossing the Egyptian land to invade or to defend. But 
this man has remained the same, has maintained his authenticity, has stood 
fast, has not bowed before the harshness of the environment, has preserved 
his humanity and his traditions in the face of the invaders and of all kinds 
of invasion and has remained a true Egyptian in an ancient Egyptian land, 


Since the dawn of history and before revelation of the divine messages, 
Egyptian and Arab elements have mingled on this sacred soil. This mingling 
appeared more clearly after the Islamic conquest of Egypt when the Islamic 
tide became evident in the major migration to Sinai. This Arab migration to 
the Egyptian Sinai--the hot Asian soil of Egypt--continued until the be- 
ginning of this century and until a few years before the creation of Israel 
so that Arab life and bedouin history continued to be made there. 


History contains numerous documents on the Arab migration and on the migra- 
tion of Arab tribes to the Egvptian Sinai. The history of the Sinai, trans- 
mitted by word of mouth since the time of the ancient forefathers, says that 
75 Arab Muslim tribes emigrated from Najd and Hijaz to the Sinai in one year, 
including the tribes of al-Wuhaydat, al-Rushaydat, al-Rutaymat, al-Jibarat, 
al-'Ayid, al-Maghayirah, al-Tuhaylat, Banu Wasil, Banu Sulayman and 
al-lta'fiyat. The tribes of al-Wuhaydat and al-Rushaydat are mentioned by 

the author of "Sahib Durar-Fara'id" in duscussing his visit to Hijaz in 955 
of the Hegira. Na'um Shuqayr also mentions this migration in his book "The 
History of the Sinai." 


it is said that al-Rutaymat and al-Jibarat tribes used to live in eastern 
al-'Arish and that they were expelled from that part of the Sinai to Gaza in 
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in the 19th century after a 20-year war with al-Tarabin. As for al-'Ayid 
tribe, many of its members now live in Bilbays, al-Sharqiyah Governorate. 
They have settled down and abandoned nomadic life. There is a route called 
al-'Ayid route. In former times, the Egyptian Government entrusted this tribe 
with guarding the venerable mahmal [richly decorated litter sent by Islamic 
rulers to Mecca, as a symbol of their independence, at the time of pilgrimage} 
on its trip from Egypt to al-"Aqabah, according to the book "The Mother," 
preserved at Saint Catherine's Monastery. The al-'Ayid tribes also had the 
right to oversee al-Turah tribes and nomads and to prepare the conditions 

tor their agreements with the Saint Catherine Monastery monks on hiring out 
camels and insuring safe passage. 


Al-'Ayid tribe is divided into two groups, the first descending from Ibrahim 
al-‘Ayidi and the second from Husayn Abazah, The famous Abazah family, 
whose chief is Isma'il Abazah Pasha, comes from this group. 


Oldest Sinai Tribes 


Among the original tribes that still have their remnants in the Sinai Pen- 
insula are al-Hamamisah, al-Tinah and al-Mawatirah tribes in Jabal al-Tur 
and al-Badarah tribe in al-'Ajamah mountains in al-Tinah area. Al-Hamamisah 
are found mainly in Wadi Firan, where they live under the protection of 
al-'"Ulayqat. Al-Tinah tribes live in Hadiqat al-Hamam near al-Tur. 
Al-Badarah live in al-'Ajamah mountains. They used to live under the pro- 
tection of al-Tinah tribes but then they argued with them over the 
al-Safavihah and al-Luhaywat alliance. 


At the outset of this century, the map of the distribution of the Sinai tribes 
took a definite form. For example, the territories of al-Tur tribes, includ- 
ing al-'Ulayqat, extend from al-Ramlah to Wadi Gharandal. It is well-known 
that al-"Ulayqat in this area and al'-Ulayqat living in al-Qalyubiyah and 
Aswan descend from the same origins. Their most important branches are 

Awlad Salma, (al-Tulaylat) and al-Hamayidah. 


The territories of the Furaynah tribes extend from south of the coastal town 
of al-Tur, near Ra's Muhammad, to al-Tarbi' and al-Ramlah. The origins of 
these tribes go back to Bani Harb. Ai-Furaynah are weli-known for being 
peaceful, good-natured and honest. They are called at times Umm Zunaymah 
and their most important branches are al-'Alawinah, al-Sharawinah, 
al-Hawayitah, Awlad ‘Ali and al-'Awarimah. In the center of al-Tur ter- 
ritories live al-'Awarimah, al-Fawanisah, al-Rudaysiyan, Awlad Jahin, 
al-Nawashirah, al-Mahasinah and Awlad Sa'id. In al-Tur and near Qalyub 

in Egypt the Awlad said al-Zuhayrat, al-‘Awamirah, Awlad Musallam and Awlad 
Sayf live, 


There are also al-Qatatishah tribes, said to descend from Bani Quraysh, who, 
along with al-'Awarimah and Awlad Sa'id, live in the center of al-Tur. Be- 
cause of the noble lineage of al-Qararishah tribes, we find that their 
shaykh is the shaykh of all al-Tur and their branches are al-Nusayrat, 

(Awlad Tihi) and al-Jibalivah who live in Jabal al-Tur and derive their name 
from it. Al-Jabaliyah come from a mixture of Egyptians and Byzantines. They 
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were Christians at one time but then embraced Islam and lived a nomadic life. 
The deep-rooted Arab tribes do not intermarry with al-Jabayilah, whose most 
important branches are al-Hamayidah, al-Salayimah and al-Wuhaybat, 


Then there are al-Tih tribes. Al-Tih territories are inhabited by al-Tayaha, 
al-Tarabin, al-Luhaywat and al-Huwaytat tribes who extend into numerous 
branches, including al-Tayaha, which is one of the oldest al-Tih tribes. 

lt is said that they are descended from Bani Hilal. Their best-known centers 
are Nakhl, Jabal al-Jalal, ‘Ayn al-Qasihah, ‘Ayn al-Waylaj and most of 
al-'Arish valley. The most important al-Tih branches are al-Suqayrat, 
al-Bunayyat, al-Shuhaybat, al-Funayrat and al-Barakat. Then come al-Tarabin 
tribes, famous for being descended from the progeny of al-Hasan, the brother 
of al-Husayn. Al-Tarabin are well-known for their harmony, unity, courage 
and daring. The book "Durar al-Fara'id" says that al-Tarabin, al-Wuhaydat, 
al-Huwaytat and al-Luhaywat are all descended from Bani ‘Atiyah. Al-Tarabin 
live near the districts of al-Hayyurah, al-Bawati, al-Maqdiyah, (al-'Umar), 
Rawafi'ah, Jabal al-Magharah, al-Jafjafah and Jabal al-Rahah but most of 

them live in Gaza territories. They include a group that lives in al-Jizah 
Governorate and their most important branches in Sinai are al-Harrarah, 
al-Hasayilah and al-Shuhavbat. 


According to their traditions, al-Luhaywat tribes descend from Bani ‘Atiyah 
al-Masa'id, named after Mas'ud ibn Hani. Their most important territories 
are the east and west al-Tih territories and their best-known centers are 
Jabal al-Magharah, al-Jafjafah, Sirr al-Huqayb, ‘Ayn Sadr, Jabal Nafi' ard 
B'ir (al-Tamad). The most important al-Luhaywat branches are al-Najmat, 
al-Hanatilan, al-Kasasibah, al-Sulamiyin, al-Qurayfatin, al-Mastur, 
al-Karafimah, al-Hamdat, al-Safayihah, al-Khawatirah and al-Khalayifah. 


Al-Huwaytat and the various other tribes living east of al-Tih territories, 
including the big tribe of al-Shawayidah, which lives in Egypt and 
al-Qalyubiyah, came to Sinai from Egypt and Hijaz in recent times. Their 
best-known centers extend from Dasat al-Uluwwah toward (Ismailia) to northern 
and southern Wadi Gharandal and from Jabal Hasan to the eastern and western 
Red Sea coast. Their best-known encampments are B'ir Ma'buq and B'ir 
al-Murrah in Wadi al-Rahah and ‘Ayn Sadr in Wadi Sadr. 


The bedouins living in the northern area are called al-'Arish tribes, and 

they include al-Sawarikah, al-Rumaylat, al-Masa'id, al-'Abayidah, al-Akharisah, 
al-'Aqayilah, Yali al-Bararah, ‘'Awlad 'Ali, al-Qatawiyah, al-Bayadin, 
al-Sama'inah, al-Sa'diyin and al-Dawaghirah tribes. 


Al-Sawarikah are the biggest Sinai tribe, numbering along with al-Rumaylat 
approximately 12,000 people. The most important branches are al-'‘Ardat, 
al-Duhaymat, al-Jurayrat, al-Hafiz, al-Qalaqilah and al-Khanasirah, 
Al-Sawarikah tribe lives in the eastern part of al-'Arish territories and in 
B'ir al-'Abd. 


[In old times, al-Rumaylat lived in Khan Yunis district, in southwest Pales- 
tine, They then moved to al-'Arish because of their wars with al-Tarabin. 
They fraternized with al-Sawarikah and formed with them a single tribe, 
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which now lives in al-'Arish and Rafah, Their most important branches are 
al-Busun, al-Shartayn, al-'Awayidah, al-Sanad and al-'Ijlayn. 


Al-Masa'id, a branch of al-Luhaywat, are the strongest of al-'Arish tribes 
after al-Sawarikah and al-'Ayayidah. Their territories extend from the 
vicinity of al-Qantarah to Tall Haywah, Umm al-Ghayban and al-Shaykh Humayd 
in Jabal al-Rishah. They are bordered on the north by al-Masa'‘id, on the 
south by al-Safayihah of al-Luhaywat, on the east by Yali and on the west by 
the Suez channel. There are also al-Akharisah whose territories extend 
across the Mediterranean coastline from the al-Husanah tributaries north of 
Birkat al-Jamal to Qal'at Mafraj, also known as Qal'at al-Bilaj, about two 
hours from Qal'at al-Tinah in the west. Their most important center is 
al-Oalas. 


There are also several other tribes, including al-Bararah, Awlad ‘Ali, 
al-Vatawiyah, al-Bayyakhin, al-Sama'inah and al-Sa'diyin who are neighbors 
of ai-Bayyakhim, al-Sama'inah, and al-Dawaghirah, the Mastir bedouins who 
live in al-Raqabah. [In old times, they lived with their bedouin neighbors 
in al-Khawah (Jabal Ma'lum) but chey are now free and protected by the gov- 
ernment, 


We must also note that there is al-Haytham al-Murabitin tribe. Sinai is 
further inhabited by various tribes that cannot protect their entity and 
thus live under the protection of strong tribes in Jabal Ma'lum (al-Khawah) 
who are known in the desert by the name of Haytham. The best-known of the 
Haytham (al-Murabitin) branches are al-Shararat, most of whom live in Najd 
territories, Mutayr and al-Dawaghirah who live in al-Raqabah in al-'Arish 
territories, al-'Uraynat who live in Jabal al-Halal with al-Tayah and who 
include a group that lives on the Mediterranean coast and works at fishing 
and boating. This group inhabits al-'Ujrah, along with al-Tarabin and 
al-Sawarikah tribes as the least significant of the Haytham tribes, 


Traditions Are Stronger Than Everything 


The Egyptian man in Sinai lived with his bedouin traditions, which are de- 
rived from Arab traditions, on the soil of the peninsula even before the 
islamic conquest. He has not budged an inch and the customs have not changed 
in any of al-'Arish, Rafah and al-Shaykh Zuwayd towns and villages or in the 
ancient land of al-Tur, which includes Muslim and Christian inhabitants and 
contains al-Tur quarantine where pilgrims coming from Hijaz used to be quar- 
antined a long time ago. 


The unwritten customs and traditions have not changed and neither have the 
origins, affiliations or language. These bedouin tribes, with all their 
hranches in the north and the south and which form Sinai's main society, have 
not changed, There is al-Sawarikah tribe whose branches extend to Hijaz and 
to the towns and villages of al-Sharqiyah and al-Akharisah tribe whose 
branches extend beyond Sinai to Ismailia and al-Qalyubiyah. There are 
a1-Masa'id, al-Sama'inah, al-Riyashat, al-'Ayayidah, and al-Tiyah tribes 

and al-larabin tribes, which used to be known as al-Nujum, whose leader 
"Atiyah Najm emigrated to Wadi Firan and married into Bani Wasil (combining 
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the tribe and enlarging their number). It is also said that al-Luhaywat and 
al-Masa'id tribes descend from the same origins, namely from Bani ‘Atiyah 
who descend from ibn Hani. There are al-Huwaytat, al-'Ulayqat, al-Mizyanah, 
al-Fararishah and al-Sawalihah tribes and all of these tribes date back to 
the first Arab migration to the Sinai. 


Whoever observes bedouin life will inevitably be struck by an interesting 
phenomenon, namely, the strong similarity between the Sinai desert life and 
desert life throughout the Arab land. A man who visits Sinai will not be 
surprised if he then visits Hejaz, Iraq, Syria, Jordan, Yemen and the Arab 
Culf emirates. In all these deserts, the distinctive characteristics are all 
the same and these characteristics erase everything else. 

There are numerous inherited and unchanging human qualities that are found in 
1e desert society, such as hospitality, pride, loyalty, courage and unique 
rankness. Since ancient times, these qualities have formed a single humane 
unit, even though the location of the desert land and of desert life may be 
different, Perhaps the most outstanding of these qualities is the quality of 
extraordinary hospitality. According to bedouin poetry and folklore arts, 
"hospitality is ease: A smiling face and a gentle question." 


During our long trip to the Sinai, many of the customs and traditions that 
still live in the Sinai and form the profound image of social, economic and 
human traditions--traditions that have remained firm and have not undergone 
any Significant change for hundreds of years--were revealed to us, A man 
must marry his cousin and a bride has no say in the matter if she is a virgin. 
If she is not, she is the one who decides. 

The best-known ceremonies of the bedouins are their marriage ceremonies. The 
bridegroom slaughters a number of sheep which are cooked and served on 
platters that the bedouins call (al-batiyah). The meat is heaped over a 
laver of rice which is spread over [very thin] bedouin bread made of wheat 
flour and soaked in meat gravy. This dish is very similar to al-fattah dish 
served in the [Nile] valley. The bedouins call the dish al-mansaf. 


Bride's Furniture and Other Tales 


Small changes have developed in the ancient marriage customs of the Sinai 
people who lived the years of evacuation [following the 1967 war! in the 
vallev. In the past, the bride's trousseau consisted of very little furniture 
and lots of cushions used for seating guests. But now, beds and lots of 
clothing have become a part of the bride's trousseau. 


The marriage age is still the same and begins immediately upon reaching 
puberty. In the past, the bride's dowry consisted of a number of camels 
‘given by the bridegroom to the bride's father!, depending on the bride's and 
the bridegroom's status in the tribe. But now the dowry ranges from 600-1,000 
pounds because of inflation and the introduction of furniture as part of the 
bride's trousseau. If a young man marries from a tribe other than his own, 

he has to pay a high dowry (2) good camels). 
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from ancient times up to the present, the bride still makes her wedding gown 
and her skill is measured by how well she makes it. The gown is made of 
black cloth embroidered with yellow, red, green and blue. It takes one year 
to make the gown. When completed, it turns into a standing masterpiece due 
to the heavy embroidery involved. It stands fon its own!, as if worn by a 
mode). 


Sinai women still maintain their ability to participate with men in ancient 
crafts beneficial to the desert family, such as weaving wool and making 
tents, blankets, furniture, saddlebags, cribs, nosebags, aprons and knit 
work, which is done at the desert service centers. Hundreds of Sinai girls 
are now working in the new craft shops set up by the southern and northern 
Sinai governorates. 


Since ancient times, Sinai inhabitants have been involved in commerce and 
have traded in horses, camels and sheep. However, horse trading has disap- 
peared and falcon trading has emerged. They catch the falcons and send them 
to their relatives in the valley who then sell the falcons to the Arab Gulf 
shavkhs and citizens. The price of a trained falcom reaches 10,900 pounds. 
In the past, they traded in turquoise, which constituted one of their most 
important commercial activities. The Sinai people even traded in Sinai 
recks, which were exported to the Nile Valley and Syria to be used in grind- 
ing grains. 





Al-Tur inhabitants have been famous for trading in manna [honeydew], which 
they gather from trees and offer for sale to tourists and visitors in tin 
cans. They also dry dates gathered from Sinai date palms. They have added 
aew crops to their ancient crops of colocynth, rush and the castor-oil plant, 
which they call Sinai cotton. They have also built a number of oil presses 

to extract olive oil. Northern Sinai inhabitants have been famous for hunt- 
ing quail, which they used to eat in the past. But they began exporting their 
quail catch to the canal area and to Cairo in the 1950's, 


New Society 


The pace of life in the ancient desert society has clearly begun to change in 
recent years, especially since the October war and the return of the Sinai 
evacuees who had lived for nearly seven years in the Nile delta--years during 
which they acquired new customs that have actually changed a lot of the 
customs and daily living patterns of the bedouin family. 


Foremost among the new developments is that whereby the bedouin family, which 
for long centuries clung to living in tin shacks and shacks made of palm 
fronds in the desert, has for the first time moved into "closed buildings," 
that is, modern housing, which the state has begun to build in all the vil- 
lages along the northern Sinai coastline, in the southern Sinai villages and 
in the central sector, and even around the ancient mountains and valleys. 

A visitor to the ancient villages such as B'ir al-'Abd, Rummanah, Baluzah, 
Nahilah, Misfa'ah, Mazar and al-Nasr in the north, al-Hasanah, Nakhl, Baghdad 
and al-Jatjafah in the central Sinai and numerous other villages in the south 
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will find that hundreds of bedouin families have moved to the new houses and 
have abandoned their "historical shack" forever. 


Nearly 1,500 houses have been built in the northern and southern villages. 
Modern villages, including such services as schools, agricultural cooper- 
atives, vouth centers and women's craft shops, have begun to appear. The 

most prominent feature of the new society is the strong interest shown by 

the bedouin family in all stages of education. Even kindergartens are crowded 
with bedouin children. What is interesting is that co-education is prevalent 
in all stages of education (elementary, preparatory and secondary) and in all 
northern and southern Sinai schools. This could not have happened or even 
been imagined by anyone if it hadn't been for the years of evacuation in the 
Nile Valley during the war. 


‘he information media (television and radio) play a major part in developing 
the life of the Sinai inhabitants. At the beginning, there was the transistor 
radio and then electricity was supplied to nearly all the villages between 
1976 and 1980. Then television entered the bedouin home. A few weeks ago, 
Cairo television began to perform the required role. All televisions have 
been tuned to Cairo since the first of December. The words of the Egyptian 
announcer, namely, this is the Arab Republic of Egypt television from Cairo, 
represent the second liberation of the Sinai, considering that for many years 

inai inhabitants continued to watch Israeli, Jordanian or other Mideastern 
television stations. 


The new life in the Sinai villages has begun to assume the character of life 
in Egyptian villages. Printing presses ‘al-matabi'!, grocery shops, coffee 
shops, gas stations and bookshops have appeared. The main bus lines between 
al-'Arish, al-Qantarah Sharq ‘east!, Ismailia and Cairo play an important 
role in linking these villages with an energetic activity that enhances life 
and movement in the new villages. The texture of life in all the villages is 
the same. However, the ancient small village of B'ir al-'Abd, which used to 
consist of a number of shacks and a sign bearing its name, has begun rapidly 
to assume the shape of a town now that numerous residential quarters, 192 
bedouin homes and complete service facilities have been built in it and elec- 
tricity and potable water have been supplied to it. It is obvious that the 
new society, which includes the bedouins and the new generations of school 
children, school graduates and the Nile Valley people who operate the facil- 
ities and offer daily services to the inhabitants, is the nucleus of the new 


~ 


desert society. 


In our journey with the Egyptian man in the Sinai, we must note that the sons 


ot this historic peninsula know how to subjugate that land to their needs. 
lhey utilize the burning heat of the sun, the rain, the winds, the stars, 

the plains, the valleys, the mountains and numerous other things that they 
have exploited and that nobody else has dealt with. The invasions and the 
hordes of armies crossing this desert have not changed the deep~rooted tradi- 
tions of the Sinai people. Man there has been stronger than everything. 

8494 


35 














EGYPT 


SAUDI INVESTMENTS IN EGYPT REGISTER INCREASE 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 13 Mar 82 p4 


(Article by Husayn ‘Amir: "Saudi Investments Top List of Arab Investments in 
Egypt''] 


‘Text! Saudi investments in Egypt have registered an important increase, ac- 
cording to the latest statement by the Investment Authority. 


Saudi investments amount to 53.5 million pounds, 29.2 percent of all Arab 
investments in Egypt, followed by Kuwait with investments of 42.7 million 
pounds or 22.8 percent of Arab investments. 


Isma'il Ghanim, deputy chairman of the Investmerit Authority, says that total 
Arab investments in the country, excluding the free zones, amounted to 183.6 
million pounds by the end of December 1981 and that the UAE is the country 
investing most heavily in Egypt after Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. The UAE's 
total investments amount to 30.3 million pounds, 16.5 percent ‘of all Arab 
investments]. Dubai is the smallest investor, with investments of no more 
than 420,000 pounds or .2 percent. 


Also investing lightly are Yemen, with a total investment of 570,000 pounds 

or .3 percent; Iraq, with a total investment of 1.7 million pounds of 1 per- 
cent; and Palestine, with a total investment of 2.7 million pounds or 1.5 per- 
cent. 


Ghanim has also said that Lebanese and Jordanian investments have become ac- 
tive and registered a considerable increase last year. 


Ghanim also pointed out that the Saudi and Kuwaiti investments cover all 
fields, including banking, tourism, housing, contracting, services and the en- 
gineering and metal industries, adding that the channelling of Arab invest- 
ments toward these fields is totally compatible with development priorities. 
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EGYPT 


ULS., EGYPTIAN CURRENCY COUNTERFELTING GANG ARRESTED 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 11] Mar 82 p 7 


\rticle by Muhammad Sayi al-Nasr: "Most Dangerous Dollar Counterfeiting Gang 
Falls: Counterfeited $1 Million and Was Preparing to Counterfeit Millions 


rext ! Information gathered by Maj Cer Salah Amin, Catro security director, 
indicated that there was a dangerous gang for counterfeiting the $100 bill 
and the Egyptian 20-pound bill. The information was confirmed when it was 
proven that the gang members had purchased a modern printing machine and a 
quantity of paper and ink to use in counterfeiting. 


fhe security director held a spectal meeting attended by Brig Gen ‘Abbas al- 
"Asi, director of criminal investigation, and Col ‘Abdallah al-Samahi, head of 
he public monies crime control section, It was agreed to draw up an emer- 


ney investivation and fol low-up plan. 


During implementation of the plan, Col Jamal al-Jawhari, the head of the 
forgery and counterfeiting unit, in participation with Capt Mahmud Yusri, 
found out that the pany comprised: 


} 


Sayyid ‘Ali Ibrahim, a 25-year-old butcher and livestock merchant at the 


sLaughterhouse. Ibrahim returned from Italy recently and had previously 


spent four years working in Libya. He currently lives in al-Sayyidah Zaynab 


precinct. 


Hasan Mustafa Hasan, a 32-year-old printer who lives in al-Sayyidah Zaynab 


lhe investigation also revealed that the two had purchased a (Wamco) printing 
machine for 3,000 pounds, a camera for 1,000 pounds and a half ton of paper 
be used in printing and counterfeiting forelgn and FEpypttan currencles, 

a quantity of ink used in printing, a quantity of zinc, which is used in 
produciny counterfeiting plates, and a quantity of other materials used In 


printiny operations. 


indercover informer was recruited and instructed to join the gang and make 
it members believe that he was poing to participate with them. In fact, the 














informer hosted the two g ibers at a furnished 


apartment and gave them 
OWN wie apartment 


so that the gang members would be 
: center for their currency counterfeiting activities. 


the impression that iie 


reassured and use it as 


the gang members moved the counterfeiting materials, printing machine and 
equipment to the apartment, located in Roxy Square in Heliopolis, 


gang members also bought a 1982 Fiat 132-2000 for transportation and for 


moving the counterfeiting equipment and paper to the apartment. 


A tull report was written on the 


investivation and surveillance 
mitted to the 


and was sub- 
financial and commercial affairs prosecution office, which is- 
sued an immediate warrant tor the arrest of the two gang members and for 
inspection of the furnished apartment, The arrest team was formed under the 
leadership of Col ‘Abdallah al-Samahi and with the participation of Capt 
Mahmud Yusri and Lt Col Jamal al-Jawhari. Meanwhile, the surveillance con- 
firmed that the gang members had printed an enormous number of $100 bills. 


The arrest team headed a 


large number of 
apartment 


undercover police and stormed the 
, arresting the two defendants, 
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EGYPT 


NEW PLAN OFFERED TO DEAL WITH PROBLEMS OF SUBSIDIES, EXCESS LABOR 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 6 Mar 82 p 4 


\rticle by Hasan ‘Amir: "Public Sector Sells 300 Commodities at Uneconomical 


fext] Dr Fulad Hashim, the minister of economy, and Dr Fu'ad Abu Zaghlah, 
the minister of industry, have completed a plan to develop the public sector. 
fhe plan will be discussed by the Council of Ministers and then referred to 
the People's Assembly for approval before enactment of the new budget. 


fhe plan includes a list of 300 commodities p) oduced by the public sector 
and sold at prices that are 50 percent below the cost price, on the average. 


lhis list of commodities poses a major obstacle to development. 
lhere are also the following two obstacles: 
jhe companies’ subservience to the ministries, 


The excess labor, estimated at 25 percent. 

lhe list of cormaodities sold below cost contains flagrant examples, including 
passenger cars produced by the Nasr Company and sold at a loss of 800-1,000 
pounds each, butane gas cylinders, which are sold for 65 piasters a cylinder 


hough costing 4 pounds per cylinder, and cigarettes, which cost 450 mils a 


pack and are sold for 3°30 mils. 
Other examples 
The list of commodities also includes: 


Ordinary macaroni, which is sold at 120 mils a kilogram but costs 304 mils per 
Kiloyrams long-size macaroni, sold for 140 mils a kilogram but costing 324 
mils per kilogram; rationed sugar, sold for 100 mils a kilogram but costing 
240 mils per kilogram; free sugar, costing 540 mills a kilogram but sold for 

; popular cloth material, sold for 111 mils a square 
neter but costing 218.5 mils a meter, (al-dablan) [presumably type of cloth 
sold for 115 mils but costing 234.1 mils; school tulle [presumably 


KOO mils a kilogram; 


material 


39 











used for making school uniforms), sold for 140 mils but costing 246.8 mils; 
(al-zafir), wold for 139 mils but costing 263.5 mils; rationed [edible] oil, 
sold for 100 mils but costing 550 mils; free oil, sold for 300 mils but cost- 
ing 750 mils; rationed tea, sold for 55 mils per 40~-gram pack but costing 235 
mils a pack; frozen meat, sold for 680 mils a kilogram but costing 1,500 mils 
a kilogram; and washing soap, sold for 100 mils but costing 230 mils. 


Rest of List 


The list also includes a number of construction materials, such as iron, 
cement, gypsum, asbestos, china tiles and sanitary fittings. 


As for foodstuffs, the list includes candies, cookies, canned vegetables, 
Sauce, yeast, starch, vinegar, white cheese, yellow and boiled cheese, syn- 


thetic fat and canned fish. 


As for textiles, the list includes yarn, cotton underwear and clothing and 


: 
blankets. 


As for appliances, the list includes refrigerators, gas ovens and radio and 
television sets. 


The list also includes all energy products, oil, electricity, telephone and 
telegraph services, land and marine transportation and railroads and passenger 
transportation within and outside the governorates. 


Subsidy for Distributor 


lhe plan of the two ministers is based on delivering goods to the public and 
private sector distribution firms at cost plus a certain profit margin, on 
selling the goods at the subsidized prices set by the state, on having the 
state pay the difference between the two prices to the di: tributors directly 
and on establishing a precise system for the sale and distribution of these 
goods so that they do not end up in the hands of middlemen or are diverted 
to the black market. 


[ft is worth noting that the Federation of Workers supports this inclination 
on the basis that sale at economic prices by the public sector will help 
overcome losses and will provide firms with the natural resources to improve 
workers’ wages according to real productivity. It will also lead to improved 
performance, 


New System 
fhe second point concerns the companies' subservience to the ministries. 


There are specific proposals by the Federation of Workers, by the Consulta- 
tive Council and by the Central Accounting Agency. These proposals are 
unanimous in that the companies should continue to be owned by the Ministry 
of Finance in its capacity as representative of the people, provided that un- 
restricted [ghayr muhaddadah]| firms are formed to manage these companies 
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and provided that these firms abide by specific quantitative and qualitative 
production goals. 


The third obstacle is embodied in the presence of 25 percent excess labor. 
The plan proposes the retraining and redistribution of labor among the new 
firms and projects included within the development plan or the absorption 


of this excess labor within the existing units through the introduction of 
new production lines. 
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EGYPT 


DIALOGUE BETWEEN COPTIC PAPAL COMMITTEE, SHAYKH OF AL-AZHAR 
Cairo AL-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI in Arabic No 1, 28 Jan 82 pp 18-19 


‘Article: dialogue between Dr ‘Abd al-Rahman Bisar, the Shaykh of al-Azhar, 
the Bishop Crigorius, Bishop Yu'annis, and Archbishop (Athnasius), the 

three members of the [Coptic] Papal Committee visiting the Shaykh of al-Azhar, 
recorded by Hasan al-Mun'im; date and place of dialogue not given] 


_Text] There Exist the Revealed Religions and the Religions 
Formulated by Man. 


Communism, in Practice, Has Denied Religion and Fought 
Against It. 


The Prophets Came to Earth to Correct the Mistakes of Men 
Who Were Not Prophets. 


A dialogue took place between Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahman Bisar, the Shaykh of al- 
Azhar, and the [Coptic] Papal Committee when it came to visit him in an ef- 
fort to strengthen the ties of love and brotherhood among the people of Egypt. 
The dialogue dealt with Islam, Christianity, and Judaism. It also dealt with 
the revealed religions as well as the religions formulated by man, such as 
Buddhism and others. They also discussed communism in thought and in prac- 
tice, and the fact that it denies religion. There was also discussion con- 
cerning the prophets whom God sent down to earth to correct the mistakes made 
by men who were not prophets. The dialogue brought out a wealth of ideas 

and opinions. What follows is the text of the dialogue between the Shaykh of 
al-Azhar and the Papal Committee, as published by Al-LIWA' AL-ISLAMI; 


The Papal Committee paid a visit to Dr 'Abd al-Rahman Bisar, the Chief Imam 
and Shaykh of al-Azhar. The purpose of the visit was to consolidate the 
ties of brotherhood, love, and unity which have linked the people of Egypt 
to each other for thousands of years. Dr Bisar welcomed the members of the 
committee and asked that such meetings be repeated in the future so that a 
spirit of love, tolerance, and cooperation would prevail among the people of 
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The members of the Papal Committee expressed their joy and delight at having 
the opportunity to meet with the Shaykh of al-Azhar, and they extended their 
regards to him and to all Muslims. The dialogue went as follows: 
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(Shaykh of al-Azhar} There are ties among mankind which originated with hu- 
manity itself. "We have created you as man and woman, and we have made you 
members of nations and tribes to become acquainted with each other." This 
was the origin of mankind. After that, people began to be united in their 
religion, language, and customs. Thus they constituted groups of human be- 
ings who came to be like each other. 


Those having a religion primarily believe in God. The source of their creeds 
is God, whose words were revealed through his prophets. 


Although there were different prophets, they were still in agreement concern- 
ing their lofty and just principle. 


The revealed religions and divine doctrines, which are linked to each other 
and which were revealed by God, differ from the positive non-revealed re- 
1 igions ° 


Since each of the revealed religions is linked to heaven, there is a close 
tie between it and the other revealed religions because they all come from 
the same source, There is no good in a person who does not associate with 
others and with whom others do not associate. And the best person is the 
person who is most beneficial to other people. The strongest tie among man- 
kind is religion, It creates international brotherhood. People should not 
be fanatic about their religion. This causes strife, discord, and hatred. 
It causes men to split up into factions and parties, and it causes them to 
lose the happiness which God has intended for them, 

Bishop Grigorius] The basic aim of any religion, as such, is to bind man- 
kind to God and to bind a human being to the rest of mankind. A religion is 
a spiritual message, and it is a message which strengthens the relationship 
between man and his creator. 


(Shaykh of al-Azhar] This is how the ties should be when we are talking 
about mankind's general environment. But what do we think about this when 
we are talking in terms of one nation? Those members of a single nation who 
are following revealed religions are united by ties, a single common fate, 
common interests, a common history, etc. Thus what we really need to do is 
to clarify everything tor both the followers of each religion and the leaders 
of each religious group, and there must be no dissension, conflict and strife. 


The Source of the Religions 


[Bishop Grigorius] We must especially emphasize the things which unite us 
rather than the things which divide us. 


(Bishop Yu'annis] While I was in the governorate of al-Gharbiya, they in- 
vited the imam of the Ahmadi Mosque to speak to them on the occasion of the 
Birthday of the Prophet. They also invited me to speak about Jesus Christ. 
The governor was also present, and this was a meeting which included what 
people call the "elite," I presented an idea to them. The idea was that we 
should be open to each other's religion in the sense that we should become 
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acquainted with each other's religion. A person who knows nothing about Islam 
might have a particular attitude toward Islam, and a person who knows nothing 
about Christianity might also have a particular attitude toward Christianity. 


But being open to other religions means that I will come to know what Islam 
stands for, and it means that Muslims will come to know what we stand for. 
This means that we will have a type of mutual respect for each other. 


Shaykh of al-Azhar] As we said in the beginning, the basic idea which we 
should follow concerning the content of religions is that we must differ- 
entiate between a revealed religion, that is, a religion revealed by God to 
His prophets, and a positive religion which was formulated by man and which 
was not revealed from heaven. 


The revealed religions are interlinked with each other. This means that 
each revealed religion is linked to each of the other revealed religions, 
this is what God decreed to His prophets. On the basis of this, there is no 
cause for dispute concerning this aspect. 


'iishop Yu'annis] What [I have in mind is having people become acquainted 
u I J ¢ p 


with this principle which you are explaining. Having people become acquainted 
with this principle as such will confirm the true facts. 


Islam Does Not Seek to Convert Others 


(Shaykh of al-Azhar|] Having people become acquainted with this principle will 
bring people's hearts closer together and eliminate the barriers which exist, 
i was in the U.S. and was asked about the Islamic Center in Washington, They 
asked me: What is the center's mission, and does the center attempt to make 
converts to Islam? I told them that Islam does not seek to convert others, 
But I told them that we seek to make others acquainted with Islam. [We feel 
that! it is sufficient to make people acquainted with Islam. We Muslims, 
when we are making others acquainted with Islam, are not seeking to en- 
croach upon the feelings of those of other religions. This is especially 
true since this is considered to be against the Koran. The Koran mentions 
these other religions and recognizes them. When I said this, some people 

who were tanatics refused to recognize this. But this is decreed in the 
Koran, If we deny this, then we would be denying our Koran. This is a 

fact. There is no way that this can be denied. There is no way for us to 
deny Christianity as a religion or to deny Judaism as a religion unless we 
deny our own holy books. 


this being true, the trouble is that the followers of the religions are 
ignorant [of their religions!, It is such ignorance that leads to disputes 
and dissension and causes destruction and narrow-minded conflicts. 


[Bishop Yu'annis] This is exactly what I had in mind, and I am very glad to 


hear you say these words. 
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Linked to the Koran 


Shaykh of al-Azhar}] We should understand the truth about the religions as 
they were revealed to God's prophets. We should understand Christianity as 
it was revealed to Christ, Judaism as it was revealed to Moses, and Islam as 
it was revealed to Muhammad. We should not understand Islam as some Muslims 
sometimes distort it. Then we would be following a sound approach. The 
Koran has one very clear verse concerning this matter. It was when God 
wanted to clarify the position of the revealed religions with regard to each 
other--and I say "revealed religions" because there are also religions which 
are not revealed religions and which were formulated by man--and when a split 
occurred between the Jews and Christians which led to a dispute and to ac- 
cusations, What position does the Koran take with regard to this? God said 
to both groups that He did not side with one party against another, nor did 
fle support one group aga‘nst another, 





He said: "Oh People of the Book'"=-and this is the all-encompassing phrase 
which the Koran uses to refer to both Christians and Jews--"you do not 
understand anything unless you follow the Torah, the Gospel, and that which 
has been revealed to you by your Lord." In other words, the Koran was say- 
ing to them: "You [Christians and Jews! do not understand anything unless you 
follow God's Book which was revealed to you." This was an appeal for them to 
follow their real religion. If this had been done, the split which occurred 
between people would not have happened. They would have been united by fol- 
lowing the Books of God which had been revealed to them. They are thus 
linked to the Koran, and should be following the Koran, the Torah, and the 
Gospel. This means that the three religions are linked to each other. This 
being the case, we can stand up and say that we do not have any differences, 


[ once saw a book written by our Christian brethren in the U.S. entitled 
"Religion in the United States." I picked up the book and expected that it 
would involve a discussion of all of the revealed religions. But I discovered 
that the book merely talked about the various Christian sects. It did not 
talk about Judaism, nor about Islam, nor even about the other positive re- 
ligions such as Buddhism, etc. The book merely talked about the various 
Christian sects as if they were religions. I personally disapprove of this. 
[t was wrong for the author to take the individual sects within a single re- 
Ligion and call them "religions in the U.S." This is a result of not under- 
standing the true state of affairs. 


We in Islam also have sects and denominations. We have che Sunnis, the 
Shiites, and many other groups. But we do not call the people of these groups 
the followers of different "religions," since all of these groups stem from a 


common source. They all follow the [Islamic] doctrine which has one set of 
principles. They only difier in how they interpret the principles, in their 
method of interpretation, or their method of religious observance, But the 
foundation is the same. The branches may follow different approaches, but 
they all go back to the same source, 




















Christ Praised Moses 


(Bishop Grigorius! It occurs to me that man does leave his mark. He also 
leaves his mark on religion. 


What I mean to say is that Christ, for example, when he talked about Judaism 
or the Old Testament religion which preceded him, always praised Moses and 
always demanded that the Jews go back to what was written in the Old Testa- 
ment. Christ never claimed that he was bringing a new religion. He never did 
this. 


In other words, when we say that Christianity is a new religion, we are re- 
flecting the viewpoint of sociologists who view religions in terms of their 
belonging to historical periods. 


[Shaykh of al-Azhar] You are referring to the leaders of [given] societies. 


[Bishop Grigorius] Yes, I am referring to the leaders of [given] societies. 
But the fact is that there is this religion, the basis of which was funda- 
mentally revealed to Adam. After that, what perhaps occurred was that Adam's 
children talsely applied the religion or else added or subtracted things from 
this religion in practice. 


‘Shaykh of al-Azhar] This occurred by virtue of change and development in 
the life of human societies. 


‘Bishop Grigorius! Then came the prophet Moses. In fact, if we view the 
religion of Moses from the Batiniyah point of view, we cannot say that Moses 
brought us a new religion. Moses was a prophet, but what he came to do was 
to correct the concepts which the children of Adam has strayed away from. 


(Shaykh of al-Azhar] From the time of Abraham, the father of mankind, to the 
time of Muhammad, the seal of the prophets, the doctrines were based upon be- 
liet in the unity of God. 


Bishop Grigorius] Exactly. You will notice also that the methods of re- 
ligious observance have the same foundation in ali of the religions. All of 
them have the principle of worshipping God, the principle of sanctifying the 
place of worship, the principle of prostrating oneself on the ground, the 
principle of facing a given direction when praying, the principle of 
sacrifice, and the principle of pilgrimage. All of the religions have these 
things in common. 


One Religion 
(Shaykh of al-Azhar] [All these religions] have everything which edifies the 
soul, trains it to do good, and leads it to human perfection through re- 


ligious observance. 


(Bishop Grigorius] This means, then, that there is one thread or one re- 
ligion. Christ always said that he did not come in order to destroy or tear 
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down previous religious law, but rather to supplement and complete it. In 
other words, he came to implement this religious law and to bring to it the 
proper and appropriate interpretation. 


‘Shaykh of al-Azhar] This is why there exists this dispute among the common 
people, What I mean is, I cannot say that the religion of Moses or the re- 
ligion of Christ is deficient. [In each case] it was a complete religion be- 
cause it was appropriate for a given stage of mankind and completely and 
taithfully performed the function intended for it by God. In other words, it 
completed its mission and carried out what God expected of it. It is not 
true that [either of these religions] is deficient. 


Bishop Grigorius} But what happens is the result of conflicts which occur. 
For example, you have the dispute which broke out between Judaism and Christ- 
ianity. The truth is that this was the work of man and that what Christ said 
was not carried out. This is the origin of the conflict. 


|Shaykh of al-Azhar] Mankind has two standards of judgment. The first 
standard of judgment is that of human instinct, and the teachings which God 
revealed were teachings which are appropriate for the nature of this human in- 
stinet. [The second standard of judgment! is human imagination or notions 
‘arising from human imagination] which people come up with in different times 
and places. 


‘Bishop Grigorius] The general principle is that there is one religion. In 
fact, there is only one principle. The principle is that the prophets who 
were sent down by God, in reality, were not sent in order to establish a new 
religion. [They were not sent down by God to change] the religion which was 
revealed to Adam, the father of mankind. 


‘Shaykh of al-Azhar] They were sent as a reminder, as a reminder. 


Bishop Grigorius] Yes, they were sent as a reminder and in order to correct 
the mistakes which occurred in different times and places. Some people had 
made mistakes. They were men--not prophets--who had given religion a par- 
ticular interpretation which deviated from the original intentions of God's 
law. This is why the prophets then came to correct things. 


(Shaykh of al-Azhar]}] One cannot say that there were prophets who made mis- 
takes, The mistakes were made by those who were followers of the prophets. 
\Bishop Grigorius!] Yes, it was the prophets who came to correct the mistakes 
which had been made by ordinary people who had interpreted [their religion] 


in a way which caused it to deviate from the original religious law--which 
was the very law of God. They applied God's law in such a way as to turn it 
into a deviation from what was intended by God, Then came the prophets with 
their messages from God. They confirmed the fact that they were prophets by 
means of the miracles which they performed or by means of other proof which 


they presented and which was provided by them, They did this in order to 
correct the mistakes which they found during their particular age--mistakes 
which had been made by people who had deviated from the concept of what was 
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intended by the religion. This is why we found conflicts. Whoever reads the 
Bible sees that there was a conflict between Christ and the Jewish leaders of 
that time. They had turned religious law into something which was rigid and 
cast it in a form which was not for the benefit of man. They had frozen it, 
fossilized it, and turned it into a series of restrictions. 


(Shaykh of al-Azhar] They wanted to hold mankind within rigid limits which 
accepted neither change nor correction. 


Our ties and relations should always grow and we should remove all viels from 
them in order to overcome the ignorance between societies which predominates. 
(Bishop Grigorius] This constitutes intervention into religion by the human 
mind, Religion becomes interpreted when man begins to put his mind to work 
and does not allow his mind to be subordinate to divine guidance and revel- 
ations sent down from heaven. 


this is what causes schisms among people. The fact is that it is not religion 
itself which causes these schisms. Religion is basically a tie which links 
mankind to his Creator and links people to human society. Disputes usually 
arise because men, at different times and places, picture religion in a cer- 
tain way and within certain limits. This is what causes men to then have 
disputes with each other, whereas the message of the religions is a spiritual, 
social, and human message which builds rather than divides, and protects rathe 
rather than scatters and destroys, 


‘Shaykh of al-Azhar] We really are very happy that you have paid us this 
visit on this nice occasion, 


‘Archbishop (Athnasius)} We wish to express our thanks to you and to al-Azhar 
for sending two representatives from al-Azhar to offer their condolences on 
the occasion of the death of Abba Samu'il and on the occasion of the 40th 


day jafter his death}, 


[Shaykh of al-Azhar] The fact is that Abb Samu'il was like a brother, and we 


were so close that you could not imagine it. Perhaps I could say that he was 
the one among our [Christian] brethren who was closest to my heart. 


The Goals of Communism 


Nowadays we have communism. The objective of communism is to set religions 
against each other so that communism itself can predominate. Communism wants 
anarchy to predominate instead of piety, and wants libertinism to predominate 
instead of belief in God. 

Bishop Grigorius! The disputes which occur between religions are of benefit 
to communism, Communism is happy to see these disputes, and utilizes them as 
a weapon with which to combat all religions. 


(Shaykh of al-Azhar} They are trying to bring up the question of communism. 
| remember that people in Fast Africa working for a magazine called URUBBA 


48 











\L-SHAROILYAH [Eastern Europe] came and asked me to write an article about 
"!slam and communism." I said to them: "When Islam was revealed to Muhammad, 
there was no such thing which was called ‘communism.’ Therefore I am not 
able to write an article about ‘Islam and communism.’ [Linking the two 
doctrines would mean putting communism] before its time and _ {making it! 
premature. Then they said they would take any article [that I wrote]. So I 
wrote an article entitled "Islam Among the Doctrines and Religions." I en- 
deavored to define the position of Islam with regard to the revealed re- 
ligions, the positive non-revealed religions, and atheistic tendencies, 

| said that there were types of atheistic tendencies--individual atheism and 
collective atheism, I said that individual atheism arises from a craving on 
the part of individual persons to be liberated from the restrictions of re- 


7 


ligion. 


As for collective atheism, | said that it appears in organized form and has 
its own schools of thought, [ideological] pillars, and philosophies. Col- 
lective atheism is attempting to transform the whole world into an alien 
animal--with its mind being eliminated and being forbidden to have religion. 
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EGYPT 


BRIEFS 


APPLICATION OF ISLAMIC LAW--The Islamic Law Codification Committees have 
finished preparing the Islamic legal punishment draft laws concerning theft, 
adultery and fornication, assault, drinking intoxicating beverages, libel, 
apostasy, and retaliation. The committees have also finished preparing the 
draft law dealing with the alms tax and banks as well as the maritime [draft] 
law. The punishment for theft shall be cutting off the hand. This applies 
to thieves who have stolen personal property worth not less than 17 grams 
of pure gold. Whoever steals less than this [in terms of value} shall be 
punished in accordance with the law of chastisement [thereby receiving a 
punishment less than that prescribed by law}. The punishment for assault is 
applied to whoever commits a crime against another individual's person, honor, 
Or property, or terrorizes passers-by on a public road or anywhere inside a 
populated area. The punishments shall be either execution or imprisonment, 
in accordance with the magnitude of the particular crime. As for punishment 
for adulterers and fornicators, they shall be stoned if they are married and 
shall receive 100 lashes if unmarried. Whoever [falsely! accuses a chaste 
person of fornication or [falsely] denies knowledge fof such a crime! shall 
be punished by 80 lashes, The punishment for whoever drinks intoricating 
beverages shall be 40 lashes, whether he was intoxicated to a small or to a 
large degree, and whether or not the beverage was a pure intoxicant or a 
mixed drink. ihe punishment for apostasy shall be execution. This applies 
only to Muslims who apostatize, and not to other people of other religions, 
The draft law dealing with retaliation includes setting the figure for pay- 
ment of blood money [as compensation for a murdered individual]. The 

figure shall be 4,250 grams of gold. If the murderer's identity is un- 
known, then the blood money shall be paid by the public treasury. [Text] 
.Cairo AL-LIWA" AL-ISLAMI in Arabic No l, 28 Jan 82 p 21} 9468 


iSLAMLC RESEARCH CENTER--The University of Cairo has decided to establish a 
center for Islamic research and studies in order to reconstruct our Islamic 
political heritage. <A statement to this effect was made by Dr Hasan Hamdi, 
the head of the University of Cairo. He said; "The center will republish 
islamic documents and texts which have already been published and publish 
those which have not yet been published. The center will present the sys- 
tems of Islamic values in a simple form which will enable the man on the 
street in our modern world to easily understand them and be aware of their 
real meaning. [The center will] also bring up the problems of the modern 
world and present solutions to them on the basis of Islamic traditions and 
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ictice.,"” He also said: "The center will concern itself with studying 
imic political systems on the basis of comparative thought. {ft will thus 
ible to highlight ie reality of the functional dimension and historical 
lopment « these systems and study the political development which has 


irred in the Arab worid, beginning with the fall of the Ottoman Fmpire in 


7 ’ ; 
; 9 ‘ 4 ’ rrra ld A ' * ‘ ’ ‘ * 7 , 
rticular. [ext | Cairo AL=LIWA® AL-ISLAMI in Arabic No 1, 28 Jan 82 p 21) 
are . ate te ' - , ey '-. ° a 
AM I ( [SSITONARY WORK=<Shay«h Jadd al-Haqq "Ali Jadd al-Haqq, the minister 
Li yi | », met witn those responsibie for missionary work in the 
vovernorates, discussed their requests with them, and promised to 


lve their problems so that their missionary work would pet on the right 
rack, fue minister had |previously; met with them and asked them to bring up 
ropien tne > a taced with in order that the way be prepa red to 
i ulatl rapid lution to these problems, fheir requests focused on the 
liowing: 1. increasing the remuneration paid to Friday sermon preachers 
vill tf vetween 2 and 3 Egyptian pounds; 2. organizing 
urse ro onew graduates in order to raise their Level so that 


ij] to deal with deviant and extremist forms of thoughts 
enabdiing tr LL ii issionary groups to perform their task by provid- 


Jith the nece ary means and resources; 4, increasing the funds 
ited (or renovation of mosques, with each mosque being allocated 5 [fad- 
lonai}] Egyptian pounds; ». providing housing for the missionaries, because 
resent e)| t ' are Sleeping in mosques; 6, providing car trans- 
yrtatl for missionary work! inspectors, especially in Upper Egypt, be- 


'Calro AL-LIWA' 
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[RAN 


VARIOUS ISSUES DISCUSSED BY PROSECUTOR-GENERAL AT PRESS-CONFERENCE 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 4 Apr 82 pp 1, 4 


[Text] Revolution courts will be combined with the 
Department of Justice. 


In the future, we will only have one authority for 
grievances. 


We will free some of the prisoners who can be reformed 
through training. 


About 28 trades are taught to prisoners in prisons. 


The Political Service of JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI--Yesterday 
afternoon, his eminence, Ayatollah Mohammad Mehdi Rabbani 
Amlashi, the prosecutor-general of the country, partici- 
pated in a press and radio-television conference with 
domestic and foreign correspondents, responding to their 
various questions concerning the various legal issues: 


lle opened with: In the name of God, the compassionate and the merciful. 


[fhe Islamic Republic is a new, unprecedented system. Only 1,400 years ago, 
for a very brief period of time and on a small area, this system was put into 
operation. As a rule, the implementation of this system raises many ques 
tions for the people. The superpowers and all those dependent on them are 
especially worried about the appearance of this regime. The world remembers 
the tobacco story and the decree of the late Mirza Shirazi. 


(he story will be remembered that in a country with a monarchical government 
where the king was a puppet of the superpower, a clergyman who was the head 
and spiritual leader of Muslims had so much power and influence that he was 
able to neutralize all the wishes of the superpower of the time, England, and 
its puppet. When the Islamic clergy had more than mere superficial power, it 
was able to make waves in the Islamic society in such a manner and stand up 
to the powers. Therefore, if one day this power were to take over the 
government, the affairs were to be under the control of the clergy, and che 
Muslims were to be in charge of affairs, what would happen to the superpowers 














md their dependent countries?’ Of course, 1t must be made clear that the 
l.lumic Republic has no intention of invading any country and has no quarrel] 


‘ i 
with any nation or country. But, it will defend the truth, virtue, piety, 
honor, and rights of the oppressed anywhere. The superpowers violate the 
rights of the oppressed of the world. If there were no oppressed people in 





¢ 
the world, the oppressors could not exist. We can say that the Islamic 
Republic has many enemies throughout the world. The big powers who have 
livided the entire world among themselves have often stood against the 
Islamic Republic we should not expect the Islamic Republic not to have any 
problems. [It is truth and wants to stand up against falsehood. But, we are 
ure that these dark clouds wil! pass. It is God's promise that we will be 
respond positively to 


« 


victorious. ‘The oppressed people of the world will 

the righteous call of the Islamic Republic and will stand by us. Then, if 
il] the oppressed people of the world would unite, they would certainly be 
it power against which the superpowers of the world would be insignificant. 
\nd it is at this point that Cod's promise will be fulfilled. Who could 
expect and who could believe that the oppressed people of [ran would manage 





tt yuntry and take the affairs of the country into their own hands? It is 
likely that if someone had made such a statement, he would have been called 
ambitious and a daydreamer. But, we have seen how rapidly God fulfilled 
this promise in Iran. Those who had been spending their lives in the corner 
f prisons and had becn forgotten up to the other day have taken over. The 
imam who had spent 14 year in exile from this country--and because of the 
tyrant's oppression, no one dared mention his name, since the mere mention 
of | name would bring prison, torture, and difficulties upon themselves-- 
returned and took over the leadership. Today, he has become so powerful 
that he says decisively that the United States can do nothing. In practice, 
we also witness that the United States can do nothing. This is the meaning 
f the exportation of the revolution from Iran. We will not interfere in 
the internal affairs of or violate other countries, by any means. We do not 
have greedy eyes for the land of any country. The issue for us is not land, 
it is ideology. We will not hesitate in the perfect implementation of the 
Koran and Islam laws to bring our revolution to the onpressed people of the 
orld ar CAPO! 1t to otner countrie 
» @ P , f » a 4 | 1 ¢ 717 Arc ,+oc Ana £1 
| , concerning a changeover of prisons to schools and universities and th 
feacning provided in tne py ons, ne sald 
he prisoners are of two Kinds. One group committed certain acts as a 
result of poverty, unemployment, and deficiencies. The second group consists 
f 67 SF QO j Ome intellectually and ideologically deviant. ve must 
think of ways to rehabilitate them in prison. Those who commit offences and 
J ror ed Wild ertaingd Ao LO Gil Otherv isC@, if tney have committed 
in action and there is no light of lvation on their faces, there 1s no 
| | ty jor the r J rmu_aiwcmto 6G OuUNG life in tne » OC iety, ind tney nave 
irretricvabh] polut 1, undoubtedly they cannot remain. These are the 
) » wil] e cor mned to death in J a it, those wl nm be trained 
n ti y r t igh other Islamic punishment, for instance, few 
, will he C | at formed. Afterwards, tor fear of the 
f , they will not ) it offenses again and gradually, the filthy Spirit 
ted in t vill ippear. Hence, we to ro 











: oners; otherwise, jailing them is futile. For instance, repentants are 
those on whor they have worked and who are reformed. We must teach these 
people to work in prison. About 28 trades are taught to prisoners, such as 
shoemaking, textile working, blacksmithing, turnery, body work, driving, and 
agriculture. We hope in this way not to have many prisoners in the near 
future. 


The prosecutor-general of the country then added, concerning the decree of 


the imam: 


fter the imam's pardon decree, a large group started reviewing the files of 
the prisoners. Thank God, we have thustar achieved results, except in a very 
few cases. More than 15,000 are eligible for the pardon decreed by the iman, 
ibout half of whom have been freed from prison. The other half are subject 
to reduction of sentences. For instance, life imprisonment sentences have 
been reduced to 15 years while sentences of 15 years have been reduced to 
years. There are those people who, upon this reduction in their 
ntence, will perhaps be freed in the near future, in 10 months, 3 months, 
or 6 months. Of course, since they had reached a point where there was a 
possibility for their pardon, of course, some of them had reached it and 
were freed and some have received a reduction of sentences [as published]. 
The complete list of such people tas been sent to the prosecutors’ offices 
throughout the country and soon, those who are to be freed will be freed. 

Of course, you must realize that these people cannot be freed on the very 


irst day The names must be identified and the people must be investigated 
[ do not think this will take more than 10 days. Those who are eligible for 
pardon ill all be freed from prison. Of the number who received pardons, 
the names of some who were freed were sent to the prosecutors' offices 


during the New Year holidays. The names of another group were sent to the 
prosecutors’ offices on the occasion of the anniversary of the Islamic 
Republic and from today, these people will be freed. There will be no 
waiting for their freedom. except for their names to be reviewed to see in 
which prison and what section they are and what sort of pardon they are 


igible for, whether a sentence reduction pardon or a pardon to be freed, 
in which case, they will be freed immediately. 


[Then, Ayatollah Rabbani-Amlashi added, concerning the combining of the 
revolution courts and the Justice Department: 


[n accordance with the Constitution, the authority for investigating com- 
laints is the Justice Department. In the future, we will only have one 
authority for complaints and that will be the Justice Department. The 
revolution courts will no longer exist in their present form. But, this 
loes not mean that we will no longer have revoiutionary work to do. ''No," 
the whole Justice Department will become an Islamic justice department. 
Presently, there are laws governing the Justice Department which we have 
inherited from the time of the tyrant. Some of these laws do not conform to 
[slamic regulations. God willing, we will change these laws to Islamic 

> of the judges of the Justice Department are not Islamic. 
lo not meet the requirements for judges. In Islam, a judge has certain 




















requirements. We will dismiss those judges who do not meet the requirements 
in accordance with the law. 


When all of our judges meet the requirements of Islamic law, when our laws 
are Islamic, and when all of this is implemented in the Justice Department, 
then we will have an Islamic Justice Department and we will no longer have 

a revolution court. In fact, the revolution court will be the heart of the 
Justice Department. Those judges working in the revolution courts who want 
to continue their work will be transferred to the Justice Department. In 
other words, they will implement the Islamic law and practice as Islamic 
judges there. We will not have anything called a revolution court along with 
the Justice Department. If we speak of combining, it is in this sense, and 
not in the sense that we will have courts in the Justice Department along- 
Side the regular courts called revolution courts. ‘''No,'' we shall have one 
kind of court, one kinc of authority for investigation, and that will be the 
Justice Department. 


Then, concerning the implementation of the bill for the requirements for 
judges and the situation of the present judges in the Justice Department, 
he said: 


I will mention this issue briefly. If we want to, we can divide the present 
judges of the Justice Department into three kinds. One group of judges is 
pure, virtuous, and faithful and believes in Islam and the regime of the 
[slamic Republic, and meets the conditions for judgment in conformity with 
the law that was ratified in the Majlis concerning the judges. They are 
respected and are working. We will not allow them to leave the Justice 
Vepartment. 


They have a duty and it is imperative for them to remain as judges. 


The second are those who have thusfar not met the conditions, but will be 
able to conform to the requirements for judges of the Islamic Republic. We 
will also use this group. The third group consists of those who do not meet 
the requirements for judges and are basically of an intellectual and moral 
nature which is unable to conform to the requirements for judges in Islam. 
In other words, they are unable to be honest and virtuous; they are unable 
to resist taking bribes; they cannot be slaves to God; and they are unable 
to avoid committing immoral acts. We will dismiss them from the Justice 

yartment and the profession of judgment. If they can be used in the 
inistrative cadre of the Justice Department, that is, if they are not so 
corrupt as to be unable to remain in the administration, they will continue 
their service in the administrative cadre. Otherwise, they will be retired, 
their services will be paid up, or they will be dismissed. They will leave 
he Justice Department in any case. We expressly sent the bill for the 
requirements for judges and asked that thereby this wish of the oppressed 
people of Iran and Islam be fulfilled. The ratification of this bill is not 
intended to fight and oppose the judges. It means to respond to the cries 
of the oppressed people of Iran. Concerning the bill of retaliation, he 


added : 
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The bill of retaliation is in the Majlis and is presently being studied by 
the judicial commission. You must note that studying this law is not a 
simple task. It requires referring to sources of religious jurisprudence 
and must be studied completely in order to avoid, God forbid, mistakes. The 
prosecutor-general of the country added, concerning the international visits 
of the Red Cross and Amnesty International to the prisons: 


We granted them permission to visit the Iranian prisons a long time ago, with 
only one stipulation. The Ministry of Foreign affairs did not respond 
negatively. It proposed certain practical conditions. The only issue for 
[ran was that those who visit the Iranian prisons should not set out with 
enmity and antagonism. For this purpose, we said that the gentlemen of 

human rights organizations, the Red Cross, etc., should state their positions 
first and say openly that they oppose terrorism and condemn the killing of 
70-odd people under one roof in an explosion, so that we could feel their 
sincerity. When they do so, we will open the prison doors and welcome them 
with open arms. 


They are welcome to go and visit the prisons. We welcome persons who are not 
malicious, bad intentioned, or sick; but, we will not grant permits to 
dependent and onesided persons to visit the prisons. 
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FOREIGN MINISTER, ENVOY DISCUSS RELATIONS WITH NEIGHBORS 
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layatis: 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 6 Apr 82 pp 1, 12 


[Textj; Sheykh Zayid, the president of the United Arab 
Emirates [U.A.E.]: 


Despite the conspiracies of the United States and the 
imperialist circles who try to represent Iran as the pre- 
dominant dangerous enemy in the region and divert the 
attention of the people from the occupying regime of 
Jerusalem, we consider Iran our friend. 


Mr 'Ali Velayati, the minister of foreign affairs of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, who left Tehran for Kuwait to 
participate in the meeting of the foreign ministers of the 
members of the non-aligned movement, made a short stop in 
Abu Dhabi, visiting and speaking with Sheykh Zayid bin 
Sultan Al-Nuhayyan, the president of the U.A.E. The presi- 
dent of the U A.E., who was to take part in the soccer 
match finals of the Arab countries of the Persian Gulf 
region, cancelled his schedule and in two hours of discus- 
sions with the foreign minister of our country, talked 
about the issues of concern to both countries. 


The foreign minister of the U.A.E., who also participated in this meeting, 
described the results of these talks as very good and said: The talks took 
place on a friendly and brotherly level. We desire the expansion of 
relations between the two countries in various areas, especially the economy. 
Despite the conspiracies of the United States and the imperialist circles 

who try to present Iran as the predominant dangerous enemy in the region 

and divert the attention of the people from the occupying regime of Jerusalem, 
we consider [ran our friend. Mr Velayati also said concerning the talks: In 
our talks with Sheykh Zayid, once again, we declared that the Islamic 
Republic of Iran wishes to expand its relations with the countries of the 
Persian Gulf region and we emphasized that while we are powerful, we have 

not set our eyes on the lands of others and do not intend to interfere in the 
affairs of others. Our actions demonstrate this belief. Mr Velayati added: 

















Because of the positive position of the U.A.E. towards us, we took the 
opportunity to speak of our position with the president of the U.A.E. in 
regards to regional issues, the imposed war, and especially the imperialist 
and Zionist conspiracies to create disunity among the Muslim countries and 
disturbances in the region. In these talks, we reached the understanding that 
the main enemy of the Muslims in the region is the occupying regime of 
Jerusalem. After the talks, the minister of foreign affairs of our country 
left for Kuwait, arriving there at 7 pm Tehran time. As soon as he arrived 

at the hotel where he was to stay, he said in an interview with foreign 
correspondents: The issue of Palestine is at the head of our foreign policy. 
In this connection, anywhere that we feel that our presence, words, or actions 
would help bring about a just solution to the problem of Palestine, we will 
not hesitate to respond. For this reason, we are participating in this 
meeting of the ministers of the non-aligned countries to study the issue of 
Palestine and the illega! annexation of the Golan Heights. He then added: 

[n addition to our participation in these sorts of meetings and conferences, 
which are purely political, in our opinion, the most basic solution to the 
issue of Palestine is confrontation and coercive armed struggle against the 
occupiers of Jerusalem. On this path, we would give all of our resources. 





Relations with Iraq, Christianity 


Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 6 Apr 82 p 12 
[Text] In a press conference with a number of domestic and 
foreign correspondents, Hojjatoleslam Seyyed Hadi 
Khosrowshahi, the ambassador of the Islamic Republic of 
iran to the Vatican, explained the Iranian positions in 
regards to the war, the cooperation council for the Persian 
Gulf, and the reactionism governing some of the countries in 
the region and described his views in regards to relations 
between the Vatican and Islamic countries. 


This interview was printed in most of the newspapers of Italy, including 
[L TEMPO and L'UNITA. In this interview, in response to a question by one 
of the correspondents, Hojjatoleslam Khosrowshahi said in regards to nego- 
tiations with Iraq: We will not negotiate with the Ba'thist heathens. We 
can only talk with the oppressed people of Iraq and their elected government. 
Concerning the cooperation council of the Persian Gulf, he said: The rumor 

ti hreat to the countries in the region, despite the official denial 
slamic Republic of Iran, has been escalated because the reactionaries 

the region hope to receive more aid from the imperialist furces of the 

United States to stabilize themselves. Otherwise, Iran has no land claim on 


its neighbors. 


(he ambassador of Iran to the Vatican said in regards to the meaning of 


exporting revolution: The imam has frequently answered your question. 
However, the Western press has purposefully refused to inform its readers. 

The meaning of the exportation of revolution is not military interference 
with other countries. But, the victory of the Islamic revolution of Iran has 
‘riven the oppressed Muslim people the hope and energy that they, too, will 














’ 


able to rise up against the tyrannical powers that rule them and the 
foreign supporters of these regimes. This is the true meaning of the expor- 
tation of revolution which is being carried out without the use of military 
force. 


The ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the Vatican, responding to 
a correspondent's question concerning his opinion on the understanding 
between Islam and Christianity which has been mentioned by the pope, said: 
The creation of understanding between monotheistic religions is a wish of 
Islam and a clear instruction of the Koran. But, under the conditions 
created by the Vatican and given the relationship that it has in practice 
with Islamic countries, such an understanding is impossible. 


He added: An understanding with the Islamic world is an indivisable 
totality. It is illogical for the Vatican to desire an understanding with 
one lslamic country ana deny the Palestinian representative staying in Rome 
for one week a visit with the pope, when the pope admitted Yitzhak Shamir, 
the minister of aggressive Israel, a month ago and held a private meeting 
with him. 


Mr Khosrowshahi also said: If there is to be an understanding, all points 
must be taken into consideration. We must note that the pope follows the 
issue of Poland so closely, but he forgets the people of Afghanistan. When 
we know that both countries are under the aggressions of one country, we 
cannot ignore this issue. The correspondent of the ITALIAN NEWS AGENCY 
questioned: The pope has prayed for peace between Iraq and Iran and has 
asked tor a peaceful solution to the problem. What is your opinion in this 
regard? The ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran said: In a world 
where force governs and truth and justice are trampled under the boots of 
aggressors with bayonets, prayers will not suffice. Before every attack, 
our young people first pray individually or collectively and then they 
attack. This is how they are victorious. Of course, we are never happy 
that Iraqi soldiers are killed. But, as the Koran instructs, force must be 
met with force. If we do not do so, tommorrow, another aggressor will come. 
But, I think that they have learned the necessary lessons as a result of 


this aggression of Iraq against Iran. 
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[Text] Yaser Arafat: We have always asked the Arab and 
Muslim countries for help, but I am afraid when their help 


arrives, it will be too late. 


Yaser Arafat: The Islamic revolution belongs to all Muslin 
nations and we value it. 


irst on the agenda of Dr Velayati, the minister of foreign affairs of the 
[slamic Republic of Iran, after arriving in Kuwait the night before last, was 
to visit and speak with Yaser Arafat, the chief of the executive committee 

















of the PLO. In this visit, which lasted two hours, the foreign minister of 
our country emphasized the positions of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 
iegards to support for the Palestinian nation and said: We have frequently 
declared that anywhere something is done for Palestine and to fight the 
occupiers of Jerusalem, whether political or otherwise, we will not hesitate 
to help. We have participated, as far as we have been able to, in groups 
formed to find a solution for Palestine. Dr Velayati added: Support for 
Palestine is one of the strategic objectives of our foreign policy. In this 
visit, Yaser Arafat also said: The annexation of Jerusalem and the Golan and 
attacks on southern Lebanon are not the last of the Israeli conspiracies. 
There are other plans in cooperation with the United States. The latest 

was the veto of the UN resolution against Israel by the United States, which 
illustrates the total coordination of the United States with the expansionist 
plans of Israel. Arafat added: We have always asked the Arab and Muslim 
countries for help, but | am afraid that when their help arrives, it will be 
too late. 


ihe report of the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY indicates that yesterday, 
\rafat also met and spoke with Dr Shams-Ardekani, the ambassador of the 
'slamic Republic of Iran to Kuwait. At the end of these visits, Arafat said, 
responding to a question by the correspondent of the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS 
AGENCY regarding the aggression of Iraq against Iran: We will not stop at 
any etfort to end this war justly. The Islamic revolution belongs to all 
Muslim nations and we value it. 
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ECONOMIC COUNCIL APPROPRIATES FUNDS FOR PROVINCES 
Tehran BURS in Persian 4 Apr 82 ppl, 8 


| he first session of the Economic Council in the new year was held in 
1e presence of Hojjatoleslam val Moslemin Seyyed ‘Ali Khamane'i, president 
republic and chaired by Prime Minister Musavi. According to an IRNA 
at this meeting after discussing and studying the economic news and 
S, a report on the status of the country's economy for the previous 
year was submitted to the Economic Council by Dr Nurbakhsh, governor of the 
Central Bank of Iran. At this time, a study of the quantitative goals for 
expanding the country's economy in the next twenty years was begun, and the 
necessary explanations were given by officials of the Plan and Budget 
Organization to the president and members of the Economic Council. Also, 

at this meeting of the Economic Council, the sum of twenty billion rials 

was appropriated to the Plan and Budget Organization, as fixed investments 
to provide funds for the development plans for the provinces, and making a 
study of the specific plans was approved in the planning committees of the 
provinces to be sent to the Plan and Budget Organization as separate alloca- 
tion. On the basis of this ratification, six billion rials of the above- 
mentioned credit should solely be allocated to tribal projects, and ten 
illion rials of this credit will be excluded, based on Paragraph B, Note 7 


7 


of the Public Accounts Law. 
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EN-DIPLOMA’, RELATES EXCESSES OF REVOLUTIONARY GUARDS 
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 12 Apr 82 pp 180-182 


Article by Teymur Shariti Haji, former Iranian consul, who has fled from 
Jiddah; '"'Can One Help Being Disgusted?'"} 


_Text] I am 27 years old and a native Kurd. In my life so far I have studied 
architecture and have fought against the shah and for the Islamic revolution. 


As a representative of Ayatollah Taleghani, I investigated the machinations 
of the revolutionary guards in Kurdistan. Then I was first consul at the 
Iranian Embassy in Saudi Arabia and representative for cultural and student 
affairs for a couple of years. As so many others, I was imprisoned several 
times during the time of the shah, and also once during the ayatollah's 
regime, 


have received recognition, but I have also been tortured and beaten. In- 
itially I was for Ayatollah Khomeyni, but as time passed I noticed how 
treacherous his regime was, Today I curse him and wish that he and his 
clique be swept away. 


first doubts in the regime came to me very early--to be precise, only a 
few weeks after the revolution. At the time I was working in the office 
ot Ayatollah Taleghani in Tehran, with whose sons I had fought against the 
rule of the shah. 


The revolution was only a couple of weeks old when we received reports about 
bloody clashes in Kurdistan. The word was that revolutionary guards had been 
attacked by Kurds. 


Ayatollah Taleghani, Bani-Sadr (who was then working in the Council of the 
Revolution), Ayatollah Beheshti (later chairman of the Islamic Republican 
Party, who was assassinated in 1981), Hashemi Rafsanjani (the present speaker 
of Parliament) and I flew to Kermanshah to investigate the incident. 


| had been taken along primarily also because of my Kurdish origin and my 
knowledge of the conditions, Taleghani expected me to establish what the 
real circumstances were, and I did so for him. 














Already right after arriving in Kermanshah I chatted with a helicopter pilot 
whom I had met near the hospital. 


He told me: "I received orders from my commanding officer to fire at and 
bomb Kurdish settlements. I and several of my comrades did not want to fol- 
low these orders. Thereupon we were detained in the psychiatric section of 
the hospital, They found others, who had no scruples." 


| intormed Taleghani, also showing him the bomb splinters and grenade covers 
the inhabitants had brought me. Taleghani was indignant. He immediately went 
to see the army commander, Fallahi, in his barracks. (Fallahi died last year 
in a plane crash.) 


Taleghani showed him the grenade fragments and upbraided him saying, "Why do 
you have civilians fired at and bombed?" 


Fallahi tried to play the matter down, saying the grenades were only tracer 
rockets and asserting that he intended to demonstrate that to us on the bar- 


rng 


acKks rounds . 


Perhaps he did not know the ammunition. Anyway, the fired mortar grenade of 
course did not light up but hit a long distance away, as was to be expected, 
Having seen enough, Taleghani gave instructions for the relatives of the 

ims to be compensated tinancially. He then returmed to Tehran. I rer 
mained behind as government representative for Kurdistan, with the task of 


*7 


distributing aid funds to the right people. 


During my further activity in Kurdistan I hit on ever new indications that 
the population had definitely been provoked. Durdish fighters in the town 
Nagadeh, for example, gave me the tape of a conversation between a heli- 
copter pilot and his base. The pilot was directing a tank attack on 
Kurdish settlements. I was outraged above all when I found out why the 
f the Islamic Republic behaved so badly in Kurdistan, as if they 
were an occupying power in enemy territory. It was pure greed. 


/ 
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The Pasdarun (revolutionary guards) always would proceed in the same manner in 
the Kurdish places, occupying private houses, plundering them and then burning 


tiem dadown, 


At a hospital in Nagadeh I confiscated the sum of 60,000 toman (DM 60,000) 

ind expensive stereo equipment in the possession of a nurse who had been given 
'. for safeguarding by three Pasdaran. 

And sure enough, tey promptly turned up later to fetch their booty. My power 
did not suffice, however, for having revolutionary guards arrested. So, for 
example, the Same persons later were able to embark on plunder again in the 


Wn Ol sondDad. 


ihis time they had loaded their stolen goods into a small military plane and 
vanted to fly to Tehran, Iwas able to prevent that in the last minute with 
the help of loval soldiers. 
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First serious doubts in Khomeyni's Islamic regime came to me when I learned 
S es of the regime not only were covering the 

sdeeds of the pasdaran but in part were themselves involved in them, that 

ated but even instigated the brutal excesses against the 


this, Mullah Hassani, a leader of the Friday prayers in Urumieh, and De- 


> 
ense Minister Jamran played a particularly ominous role. Everything got 
rse, however, when Prosecutor Khalkhali arrived in Kurdistan. Now 


the first executions occurred. Fairly indiscriminately, Khalkhali had some 
} ‘ized and sentenced them to death, though none could be shown to 
ive participated in a revolt against the government. Among the persons 

tined to die was a man by the mame of L[hsan Nahid, whom the Pasdaran hada 

t in the leg. in the hospital his wounded leg was put in a cast without 

ullet having been removed. The idea was for him to able to stand up- 


: : 
4 si ¢ yo + . J." ~rmo mwoarit — = 4 
La L Ve UIC Liic CAC cution > juad e 


ediately sounded the alarm with Taleghani. He got in touch with 
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1i's office and then at once called Khalkhali, telling him harshly, 
you must not touch a hair of those people,” but all in vain. 


sn't that enough to drive one to despair? Can one help being disgusted 
t a regime where such things are not operational accidents, as it were, 
where there obviously is a method in excesses and arbitrary actions? 
returned to Tehran. On 10 September 1979 Ayatollah Taleghani died. An 
jefatigable champion of justice had turned silent for good. Now the 


nemies I had made among the Pasdaran in Kurdistan thought they would be 
| ] 


ny 
e accounts with me at last. 


One week after the death of Taleghani, my car was rammed by a couple of other 
irs, [t was the Pasdaran. They dragged me out of my car, beat me up and 
took me to one of their private prisons. There they kept me imprisoned for 


During that time I was thrashed and tormented in other ways every day. My 
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wit Allah's help I fortunately had the strength not to say anything. There- 
, | was released just as promptly as I had been imprisoned, Blindfolded 
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‘nt home. The next day I went to se. my acquaintance Dawudi 


later President Bani-Sadr, at the Foreign Ministry. He 
ree foreign assignments--at the embassy in Pakistan, at the em- 
a n idah and an assignment in an African country. I chose Saudi 
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a confidant of the current 
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nterview with Minister of Energy Dr Ghafuri 
[The water and electricity of every region cleared 
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Or tne fr1lithy Ba thists will be immedi itely restored. 
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[he minister of energy announced that immediate steps will 
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the results of his trip to the regions and fronts of the war of truth against 
falsehood 
e first 1id oncerning the purpose of fF trip to the war areas rhe 
: 1! pury 1S p tot 
purpose of my trip to the war regions was first of all to visit the tragic 
ittlefield of Khuzestan and witness the bravery of the Islamic combatants. 
Meanwhile, immediat teps will be taken to provide water and electricity for 
t of IT lamic country which is cleared of the filthy Ba'thists. 
yllowing t ogram, after t onquest of Susangerd and Bostan, steps were 
taken to prov vate? lectricity for these two areas. Later, a s00N 
the e1 to n Shush, the workers of the Ministry of Energy will 
tart the 7 r t ower transfer 
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t ind-th } ffort f the workers of the Ministry of Energy. 
ifuri also said in regards to the water and electricity of Shus}t he 
; 
work of the Ministry of Energy have promised to provide water an 
; : 
tricity tor this 1 on within a week For this purpose, the authoritie 
f t f f iter and electricity are on location 
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power station. The other units will not be accepted until they are comple- 
ted and the deficiencies are corrected. 
Concerning the problems of the Neka power station, Dr Ghafuri said: This 


power station i 


e 
built to use natural gas, but, presently, we are faced with 
some problems in prov 


riding fuel for it. 


Concerning the problems in bringing water and electricity to Tehran during 


e 
this coming summer, Dr Ghafuri said: If we are provided with sufficient fuel 
during the summer, God willing, no problems will occur. Of course, this will 
be possible if the people assist us through conservation. 


fhe minister of energy recommended to the compatriots that they unplug their 
electrical equipment when their electricity is cut off, until it is reconnec- 
tex >sards to water, also, if consumers conserve water and avoid 
innecessary usage, such as hosing down cars or yards, God willing, we will not 
face a water shortage because we have both water and electricity for 
reasonable consumption. 
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TEHRAN UNIVERSITY REOPENS HIIMANITIES FACULTY 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 1 Apr 82 p 


[Speech by Dr Gorji, head of the University of Tehran] 


ext] Dr Shari'atmadari, a member of the cultural revolution headquarters, 
egards the reason tor the late reopening of the humanities fields as a 


he shortage of our own books and pamphlets in this field, the 
11 
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scholars, and the existence of 170 areas in the humanities which were 
the previous regime in our country based on false standards. 


According to the correspondent of the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY, yesterday 
before noon, the field of the humanities of the University of Tehran was 
reopened in the presence of several members of the cultural revolution 
headquarters and professors and students in this field in Ferdowsi Hall of 
the Faculty of Literature of the Un .versity of Tehran. 


) c 


+ 


In the ceremonies, Dr Gorji, the head of the University of Tehran, welcomed 
the participants and, quoting several verses of the Koran, explained the 

rue meaning of knowledge. Then, Dr Sheykholeslami, the dean of the Faculty 
| re of the University of Tehran, read some verses from the Koran on 
knowledge and said: This hall has witnessed for 50 years the 
ypening and carrying out of educational ceremonies. But, today, these 
ceremonies and this opening are, for the first time, reopened with an 


ee ane ek nT pee 
IMm1C appearance aiid Meaning e 


ilso quoted several other verses from the Koran and called the attention of 
the students to relating knowledge to faith, God's presense at the scene of 
led inking about God at all times. 


\ccording to the correspondent of the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY, the 
representative of the Islamic society of the employees and students of the 
University of Tehran read the society's message and said: The members of the 
[slamic society of the University of Tehran, along with a group of you 
students who had more time, has cleansed the University of the filth of the 
deviant groups and has prepared it for you 
committed guests. We will not let the nest of Western and Eastern corrup- 


- 4 


tion be built in this University. 


SeCudo-peo yle-supporte! S and 











ne 


According to this report, in the ‘emonies to reopen the field of the huma- 
nities, which has now begun for students with 25 remaining credits, Dr 
Shari'atmadari, a member of the cultural revolution headquarters, who parti- 
cipated in this session along with Dr Sorush and Dr Ahmadi, said: The 
reason for the humanities being reopened later than other fields is tied in 
with several issues. First, there was an insignificant number of books and 
pamphlets in this field which were not from either Western or Eastern 
scholars and, therefore, we had no sources in this area. Second, the 
humanities have been mixed with many unscientific theories, scientifically 
valueless, which cannot explain human life, do not conform to external 
realities, and are inherently illogical. Therefore, they cannot be considered 
scientific theories. But, unfortunately, due to the fact that some of these 
issues have entered into sociology, schools of philosophy, and also 

, these issues began to look scientific. This resulted in the 
deception and misguidance of some of those interested in the humanities. 


mareahnnit , 
DS\ noiogsy 
psychology 


Dr Shari'atmadari added: Another point that caused this delay is that the 
humanities, in some areas, had Hawn nurtured in Western culture. Many of 
our experts who study in Western countries think that what Western scholars 
have to offer is scientific and must be accepted without question. Hence, 
little has been done in the area of the philosophy of sciences and the study 
of the foundations of the humanities. Those who participate in our scienti- 
fic circles as psychologists or sociologists have merely passed a course of 
study and written a dissertation. They are familiar with certain concepts, 
have accepted certain theories, and have published them as books and pamph- 
lets. But, there are fewer still who have analysed and studied these sciences 
deeply and with an open mind. 


Another reason for this delay, he considers, is the existence of 170 fields 

in the humanities and the large number of acieenes. in these fields. He said: 
Most of these fields were not in harmony with the standards of the country and 
were not taught by experts and competent sPeope. Because it did not cost much 


to extablish these fields, prot iteers had begun to establish them without 
I s after the student finishes his education. 


Dr Shari'atmadari said in conclusion: Finally, by getting help from the 
[Theological] Center and with the formation of committees, we have taken 
positive steps. We hope that as soon as possible, the humanities will be put 
in order on a large scale and that we will offer feasible programs at the 
university level. 
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\ccordin to tne correspondetr t oi the ISLAMIC REI UBT IC NEWS Abo! NCY ; the Mh 
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ceremonies ended with a speech by a member of the Islamic society of the 


University of Tehran 
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vAL--Tehran (IRNA)-—-Mehdi Kalhor, Deputy Minister in 
’ t / 
inema Affairs said yesterday that "to introduce the movie culture of the 
irst world committed filmmakers 
TQM 


’ 


x . I) cP : - » & y a - + - } 
im 1 ¢ IN’ V 4 Lut ion Ol i Tl mS cne world, the 


; ival il eld Iran this year and Film Week will be held soon." 
He said, “we are going to invite the world's committed cinema artists to 
ran to show them the Islamic Revolution's realities and ask them to act in 
lian films and to make common movie products with us." Kalhor recalled, 
7 is week we are showing the DPRK tilms in our domestic cinemas. We are 
so Supposed to hold a Film Week to show the Iranian films in Korea." He 
idded, have a vear plan and a twenty-year plan to expand domestic movie 


- } + t+ traprt Ti.a T >» | +4 ~ - - + ‘ ; > x, " 
yrroduction to attract Third World film-makers to film our art and industry. 
Kalhor noted, 1s tar as we know, the world's movie festivals are dependent 

¢ A + _ ) + R, re - a - } ° ’ P . « . ~ . 
either on West or East. But we want to attract the world's nonaligned forces 


+ ry ~>} _ lL, + -+ R, mer+ ¢ 4 ~» te i f : { Ara 7 71 1 
to cooperate in this art. By inviting international movie producers we will 
1] ' ~—— una ££ : eee it ones 7 : " Ly 
t ible to focus on the real tace of the Islamic Revolution of lran. ne 

] Vo. - satanic ¢ ee _* ot +] 7 1.24% . ° an P+ Ly . 
11d, We ire YOLnNnY UC communicate wi1tn the vorid s committed f1im-makers 


1s» fT, . + rs | - +4} wTrT.t' $ 2 oO r - nrta u } + } = _ 
MUilOuLIU Ys, Lllintead Ol nrougn cnel1r FOV ernments. We nope tnerebd\ to ta 
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o the world's people." 
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\ND ALLOCATION SEMINARS--Tehran--The LIRNA quoted the spokesman for the Land 
ntral Headquarters as saying yesterday that the nationwide 
nars ot the /-man Land Allocation Delegations started holding their 
t in Tehran Monday. he report said that the seminars were inaugurated by 
of the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development Mohammed 





Saiamatl. Later reports said that some of the members of this delegation 


‘ : } + -1 - ? 7Tf wr : » ry > } 
ed ee CS. AC rain to the report, the <z-year experience of the 
4 1 ; , ,r hh - rr ara i r } ” “ ~~ 1 . ’ 
1 i i} ind distribution on the approvai of the Islamic Con- 
as uve See ; : - | rm 1 - TOUT 7 TMLR, : 
11S) Was iiuated iext } ,; ienran TEHRAN TIMES in 
, . 
i i 
» ‘ . 4 TO. 4 A 


IN NIGERIA--Lagos (IRNA)--An Iranian delegation including Majlis 
leputies aded by Mohammed +thatami, a deputy from Ardakan, Yazd province, 
n Sunday. The Iranian mission is to participate in the 69th 
session of the nterence of Interparliamentary Union which is to prepare 
reliminary wor rf the nierence to be held in Rome next Autumn. One of 


. 7 * , , c ~ - ° " 1. 7 5 P ” 
Sues » De Gi us qa Dp" the conrerence 1S tne world disarmament. 
‘ it ate ot . ¢ ~ | —~e 1 : : f } 74 aw oo es - lL, .- . > nO -}, 
Te] Lim} O Cf aarticipation of the Zionist regime in that conrerence, the 
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a one hae a ¢ ' ey st . . ! a or ee “hee 1 4 ~ 
iLtalla chairman otf the conterence Pio Carlo Terrenzio said that the Zionist 





regime was a member of the Association, thus it should be treated the same as 
‘thers. He added that decisions made by the IPU could be compared with those 
ot the U.N. and the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in which there was no 
prohibiting power for the members. [Text] [Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 
l4 Apr 82 p 2] 

DELEGATION REFUSES ) MEET ITRAQIS--Lagos, (IRNA)--Parliament missions of the 
Non-aligned Move Yesterday studied the activities of the missions vis- 
a-vis the movement's goals in Lagos. In that meeting which was held on the 
nvitation of the Cuban delegation, the representative from 5Sri-Lanka, 
suggested ti fran and Iraq missions to meet and discuss ending the lraqi 
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Vet) een intent On war, and nad recelved Many peace missions rom tne 
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AL \! . nas iearned tnat the competent autnorities nave measures to 
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yf petroleum materials for agricultural projects. 
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é : irmers, Salad tnat tne 110n received dcerinlice 


petroleum materials 
cd ft yuarantee the compietion of the narvest operations tor the present 


ltural season and the start of preparations for the next agricultural 
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irt ’ the eneral Union of Sudanese Farmers mentioned that the 
ibmitted a proposal to the governments of the regions regarding the need 


to consolidate the means of transportation of petroleum meterials well in 


ai-iayy1 vice president of the republic and chairman of the state 
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ir] i t iS ave assurances that top priority would be Ziven to agri- 
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overnments | regions; and the General Petroleum Administration give 
their full consideration to aiid t take the necessary precautionary mea: 
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TUNISIA 


SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET ADOPTED 
Tunis DIALUGUE in French N 5, 29 Mar 82 pp 31, 
rticle by Leila Djelassi: "The Necessary Readjustments"/ 


feXty <‘unisia approved its 1982 budget last December. This year 
ich is the first in the fulfillment of the Sixth Development Plan 

is of particular interest. Thus the "budgetary marathon" made it 
possivte to 1dentity the main questions to be considered for the cur- 
rent year ind for the sixth plan. They involve quantitatively, em- 
sloyment with the creation of 280,000 jobs during the next 5 years, 
yr 69,000 jobs per vear3 an esti:.ated increase of the GNP of 6.7 per- 
eent, maintaining the current deficit of the balance of payments 
. 926 percent of the GNP compared with 7.2 percent during the 
fifth plen and mainteining a 12.3 percent rate of debt service in 
193. and within tolerable limits in 1986, This quantitative plan 
was to be followea by meaSures regarding distribution of revenue, 
decentralization and various reforms. Consequently the Chamber of 
fenuties adopted last Monday during a plenary session a Supplementary 
Minaneing Bill. It follows negotiations which took place from 3 to 
\3 February between the social partners and the government. ‘these 
negotiations have led to an agreement requiring expenditures amount- 
n7 to 120 million dinars, this amount is distributed as follows: 


irmarkine 94,5 million dinars for increasing wages 


teserving 10 million dinars for the necessary readjustments for the 
General suqualization Fund 


tures of 15.5 million dinars to combat drought 


xpendy 

Improving Productivity 

Mor the adjustments made regarding wages and salaries, the 94.5 mil- 
in dinars approved will be distributed as follows: 


rmarkine of 72 million dinars for increasing salaries of state 


(<= ibd A 


‘ls and those of public and administrative organizations. The 


~ 








1 amount determined for the 1982 budget was 30 million dinars. 

ihe oupplementary Financing Law appropriated an additional amount 

of 42 million dinars to provide for an increase of the interim addi- 

tional allowance granted in April 1981, an extension of the transfer 

illovanece and an increase of the private allowance in the entire 
.tevory. 
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no approprtatvion of 20 million dinars was made for increasing repre- 
enutatives connected with certain national and regional companies 
ind publie enterprises. Out of the 20 million dinars, 15 million 
iinars will be assigned to the equipment budget to cover the finan- 
cial deficit of some public and regional enterprises such as the SN! 
: rtation Company/ and the SNCF? /Tunisian National 
»-2-2S well as for maintaining the leve] of self- 
financing, of phosphate mining in Gafsa. It should be pointed out 
that these enterprises play an important role in national economic 
'ife because of jobs. 


ji 


1 


Sational itranspo 
- _ dog 
wetlroad Company/ 
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‘vy employ more than 44,000 workers, The remaining 5 million dinars 
will be allotted to the state operational budget and assigned to 
nublie institutions enjovinege a promotion allowance of the current 


‘t such as the Bureau of Tourism or the Bureau of TuniSian 
! ey Ab oad. 


here waS an approprietion of 2.5 million dinars for increasing the 
res of workers on public projects. 

ping this appropriation of 94.5 million dinars earmarked for 

increases durins the discussions in the Chamber of veputies 


ut this bill, Mr Moalla, Minister of Finance and Planning, pointed 
t the last wage increase will have an impact of about 4 to 5 
recent on production costs. This is why the only way to lessen th 
‘ts of this situation is to increase production and improve pro- 
f | ll 
ctivity, without for ali that increasing production costs, ine 
ister pointed out, "we must persuade ourselves that we have a 
ticnal problem there whose solution demands the firm willingness 
everyone in enterprises to make an effort to improve productivity.” 
ha resnect and by wav of comparison, he emphasized that durin 
(th plan, increased wages had required an ewppropriation of 300 
inars, while in case this increase continues at the rate 1t 
shown recently, its effect on the budcet at the end of the sixth 
suid be rbout 1.D bil Lon diners, 
t re{j=price report, “lensour Moalla pointed out thet the 
r oprjeem index takes into account the average of the revenues 
the soetal categories in a wace bracket rangine from the inter- 
tpe tional guaranteed minimum wage to 120 dinars, eli as the 
ievelopment of the prices of 500 consumer products in all the 











! ized the considerable 
ris mace by tne State to stop the rise of prices and to prevent 
. = « 
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ake <p the Deficit of the General Equalization Fund 


‘a = m » 7 se se ) , a } E .. _ 3 , . - i ae Bi is 
ie 2JuppLlementary lnancing 4511! earmarked 10 million dinars .or tne 


- ~- } + “> , + ry ~~ , ¥ a> 4 , . ~ + 7 
&) ecuaiiZation tund to maintain price indices at a tolerable 
} + . a 2 -_ ~ I : mi. > ; - ad 
»y ar protect consumer purcnasine power, fhis fund's expendi- 


res reached 153 million dinars in 1981, This is 3 percent of th 

‘P., In view of these evaluations, the expenditures of the genera 

eqguelization fund are estimated at 186 million dinars for 1982, 

) ) yw ipts cannot exceed 110 million dinars, it 
frranted an allowance of 30 million dinars when the 1982 budget 
adonted. The deficit of 46 million dinars is going to be mini- 

i by price increases in two stages. The first has already fone 
effect and has absorbed 20 million dinars (increase of prices of 

iriev, milk, meat and bran). the second stage will involve absorth-— 
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» + ry } _ as wn + s L. . - » 3 : 1 o ; L x 
ie 2h i1ltlion dinars tne remalnineg cericit.e AS wl1tn tne 
. 4 san Nera ~ . _— c . : . > ™ 2 , r~arian 
itest pce increases, an increase of prices estimated at 10 million 
- ] » s » + -~ & ¢ > ~ } ~~ ~ re | ms . ¢ r a 3 4 . . . 
Inars ha oeen anticipated, the suppiementary Financins Bil! came 


ne to cover this amount (in fact, it onlv involves 7 million 


. . 4 ; 2 4 . : = mn _ ] L mal’ @ 
PS, ince the remaining 3 million dinars came from the fund's 
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eOet] f the Supplementary Financing Bill is connected 
t expenditures caused by the drought which are estimated at 15.5 
» dat iS going to allow starting of addition:] 
rojects and delay the scheduled date for the reduction of the num- 
} + 
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. 2 . — — (Vive 5 
r agricul I workers (from 45,000 to 20,000). 
i | i rt ncou! as <norts 
0 nder bout th isset “ap © will allow he state to meet : 
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QO million dinars. 
1es on imports an 
) tment is needs have been introduced for this purpose. 
Sansour Moal] ndicated 1 floes not involve an emergency measure 
icreases, but an arrangre- 


r 


: : 

L - i 

t Plan alr ifter a study conducted while this plan was bein 
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